Rabin: Israel’s ‘defence’ is reduced 

j * srB ®*’® “defence'’ has been reduced because of a 

tack of funding, Defemx Minister Yitzhak Rabin said on Israel Radio 
Sunday- behave been forced to reduce our order of battle in the air. 
«■ fl***™ 0 ? “d « »id Mr. Rabin. Mr. Rabin recently said 
toe! had b^^ned K.6 billion for defence in 1987. down from S3.2 
J 986 - W-0 billion in 1985. S4.3 billion in 1984 and S4.6 billion 

^ mflitar Y erut from the 
UmtM smttt for 1^8, the same - i in 1987. Mr. Rabin said 

fcraeh-bmlt KGr fighters purchased by Use air force have nor entered 
into service, but are being kept in storage because there is no money for 
maintenance or to tram pilots to fly the planes. He said some 12,000 
defence-related employees were made redundant in 1986 and nroiected 
another 2.000 to 4,000 would be laid-off in 1987. Mr. Rabin did not say 
by how many officers and men from the armed forces had been released 
from military service, but be has said that annual military service by the 
resenrcs has been cut. The authoritative Jaffee Centre for Strategic 
Studies reported that Israel had some 550.000 men. including reserves 
under arms in 1985. 



UAE rules out urgent OPEC talks 

DOHA (R) — A leading OPEC oil minister indicated Sunday he 
thought that the 13-nadou group’s two-month-old accord to push up oil 
prices would be successful. United Arab Emirates (UAE) Oil Minister 
Mana Said A1 Oteiba told reporters after a meeting between Saudi 
Arabia and the Gulf Arab slates he did not think an emergency OPEC 
meeting was necessary. The meeting was the second this month of oil 
ministers of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), grouping Kuwait. 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and die UAE — responsible for nearly 40 per cent 
of total OPEC production — with noo-OPEC Bahrain and Oman. It was 
held against a backdrop of weakening free market oil prices after an 
initial rise following OPECs decision in December to reduce total group 
output by 7.25 per cent to 15.8 million barrels per day (bpd) and return 
to fixed prices of around S18 a barrel. Asked if he still believed an 
emergepey OPEC meeting was necessary, Mr. Oteiba, who heads 
OPEC’s market monitoring committee, said: "No 1 don't think so." 
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£ Sheikh Saad to have 
medical check-up 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
Crown Prince and Prime Minister 
Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah A1 
Sabah, left Sunday for Britain on 
a private visit for a medical 
check-op, the Kuwait News Agen- 
cy (KUNA) said. It said the visit 
would last two weeks but gave no 
other details. Sheikh Saad will 
miss National Day celebrations 
next Wednesday marking 
Kuwait’s independence from Bri- 
tain 26 years ago. He also missed 
the silver jubilee celebrations at 
the same time last year because of 
a three-month convalescence 
abroad following an emergency 
gall bladder operation in London. 

* Renton begins 
Mideast visit - 

LONDON (R) — British Foreign 
Office Minister Timothy Renton 
left Sunday on a nine-day tour of 
North Yemen, Saudi Arabia and 
Oman where he will discuss bi- 
lateral and regional issues with 
senior government officials. Brit- 
ish officials said this was the first 
time Mr. Renton had visited the 
three countries since he took up 
his present Foreign Office post in 
September 1985. Mr. Renton will 
visit North Yemen from Feb. 22 
to 24, Saudi Arabia from Feb. 24 
to 26 and Oman from Feb. 26 to 
March 2. 

• Artist Andy Warhol 
dies 

NEW YORK (R) — Pop artist 

■ Andy Warhol died in his sleep on 
Sunday of a heart attack, one of 
his employees said. John Mada, 
who identified himself as the 
security supervisor at Andy 
Warhol studios, said he had been 
told by a spokeswoman for New 
York Hospital where Warhol, 60, 
died. The hospital-refused to con- 
firm the report immediately and 
said a statement would be issued 
later. 

Blast cuts Pakistan 
gas line 

PESHAWAR (R) — An explo- 
sion severed a pipeline bringing 
natural gas to Peshawar on Sun- 
day, cutting the supply to die city 
of about 800.000 people, witnes- 
ses said. There was no immediate 
official word about what caused 
the blast five kilometres east of 
Peshawar, capital of the North 
West Frontier Province bordering 
Afghanistan, but local residents 
said they feared it was sabotage. 
It happened three days after a 
lorry bomb outside an Afghan 
guerrilla office near Peshawar kil- . 
led at least 12 people and injured 
more than 60, sparking off violent 
protests and gun battles between 
Afghan refugees and local resi- 
dents. 

Rain and storms lash 
UAE 

ABU DHABI (R) — Thunder- 
storms lashed the United Arab 
Emirates on Saturday and Sun- 
day, bursting a dam in the northe- 
rn Emirate of Ras Al Khaim ah and 
pounding a mountainous region 
near Al Ain with hailstones. The 
meteorological office in Abu 
Dhabi said an unstable air mass 
over the Gulf northwest of the 
city moved inland and swept 
through the northern emirates on 
Saturday, leaving heavy rains in 
its wake. A separate storm de- 
veloped over mountains near the 
oasis city of Al Ain, in eastern 
Abu Dhabi emirate, where 
temperatures dropped suddenly 
and hailstones fell. 
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Syrian soldiers deploy in 
Beirut; fighting dies down 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Syrian troops and 
armour fanned across west Beirut on Sun- 
day, snuffing ont savage factional fighting 
that police said killed 300 people and 
wounded 1,300 in one week. 


A senior Syrian official warned 
that the incoming troops would 
“have no mercy" in crushing any 
defiance from warring mili- 
tiamen. 

But police said the Syrian de- 
ployment was not challenged. 

“All gunmen have withdrawn 
from the streets and all their 
offices and military centres 
throughout the city will be closed 
tomorrow (Monday).” police 
said. 

It was at 5:15 p.m. when the 
first Syrian contingent crossed 
Beirut’s municipal boundaries. 
The battalion consisted of truck- 
loads of commando paratroopers 
backed by Soviet-made BMP 
armoured personnel ■ carriers, 
according to police. 

That unit rolling in from the 
city’s international airport quick- 
ly dug in at buffer zones, separat- 
ing rival militiamen in the Cola 
and Tank Jedideh districts that 
have seen most of the savage 
fighting in the past seven days, 
police said. 

Later, another armoured Sy- 
rian forces moved into the city's 
seaside districts of Ramlet Al 


Baida and Raoucheh as well as 
the commercial thoroughfare of 
Hamra and the devastated Com- 
modore hotel. 

They took up positions around 
the central bonk, the prime minis- 
ter's office and the state-run radio 
station. 

Witnesses quoted by Renter 
said at least 60 Soviet-made 
amphibious tanks, 10 armoured 
troop carriers and 70 trucks drove 
in a swirl of diesel fumes from 
Khaldeb junction, 10 kilometres 
sooth of Beirut. 

Tanks plastered with posters of 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
ground on to Beirut international 
airport, idle for the past three 
weeks, as units of the 4,000-plus 
Syrian force fanned ont in the 
tattle-scarred streets. 

“With our souls and blood, we 
serve you, Lebanon,” chanted 
about 600 soldiers in 30 trucks as 
they roared along the seafront 
Cormche boulevard. 

Fighting between Shi’ite Mus- 
lim and leftist militias had sub- 
sided as two Syrian armoured 
columns snaked through moun- 
tains from Syrian-controlled east 


Lebanon towards the Lebanese 
capital. 

Syria’s military intelligence 
chief in Lebanon, Brigadier Gha- 
a Kanaan. warned militiamen to 
get off the streets and told them 
to release all prisoners by 1530 
GMT. 

“All gunmen are asked to with- 
draw immediately from the 
streets of Beirut because regular 
forces are on the door of the city 
on their way to deploy in all 
districts," he said in a radio 
broadcast. 

Soon after his broadcast, mfli- 


Israelis see 
no threat 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli lead- 
ers, who discussed Syria’s re- 
entry into Beirut at a cabinet 
meeting Sunday, said the move 
was not considered an immediate 
threat or one that was likely to 
lead to an Israeli-Syrian dash. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, who briefed the 25-mem- 
ber cabinet on the Lebanon situa- 
tion, said jt was “preferable" that 
Syria stay out of Beirut. 

Asked by reporters if the move 
posed a threat to Israel, Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said 
Saturday night, “I don’t think the 
threat for the time being is terr- 
ibly high, and I wouldn't attribute 
much of a meaning to it." 


tiamen melted away from streets 
clogged with rubble, broken glass 
and snapped cables. 

Brig. Kanaan, who accompa- 
nied the force into the dty, told 
reporters it would patrol main 
roads and key junctions to “take 
control of security in west Beirut 
for good.” 

Syria's intervention was re- 

S ‘ id by Prime Minister 
Karami and other Muslim 
leaders, but denounced by Presi- 
dent Amin Gemayel, who was 
not consulted, and other Christ- 
ian politicians. 

Hundreds of people just to the 
north in the Shi’ite Amal stron- 
ghold of Ouzai cheered the Sy- 
rian troops as they drove past, 
waving and making victory signs. 

Syrian units took up position 
near two Palestinian refrigee 
camps besieged by Amal for the 
last four months, witnesses said, 
deploying at a ruined sports sta- 
dium on the edge of Shatila and 
on the main airport road by Bourj 
Al Barajneh. 

Braving occasional sniper fire, 
Palestinian refugees emerged 
from their shelters at Shatila as 
the Syrian armour drove past a 
few hundred metres' away, a 
Canadian surgeon there said. 

In Baghdad, the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
issued a statement saying Syria's 

(Continued on page 2) 


Soviets poised to conduct nuclear test 


MOSCOW (R) — American sci- 
entists monitoring nudear testing 
in the Soviet Union said Sunday 
they had been told to switch off 
seismic equipment and believed 
Moscow was about to end its 
18-month-old unilateral test 
freeze. 

They said Soviet scientists at 
three joint monitoring stations 
around the main nudear testing 
grounds near Semipalatinsk in 
the Central Asian Republic of 
Kazakhstan told them die request 
was normal procedure before 
nuclear tests. 

There was no official confirma- 
tion in Moscow that the Soviet 
Union was about to end its ban 
following the first U.S. nudear 
test this year, which took place on 
Feb. 3. 

Kremlin leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev said during a Baltic tour 
on Friday that the Soviet Union 


bad not resumed testing yet and 
its next explosion would, be 
announced* m advance'. 

“We were told to put down our 
equipment for a minimum of 
three days, perhaps longer. Our 
Soviet colleagues said this was 
routine for seismic equipment 
when a test is about to be made," 
seismologist Holly Eissler raid 
Reuters. 

“We inferred from this that a 
new Soviet test is imminent,” said 
Mr. Eissler, one of six American 
scientists monitoring test blasts 
under an agreement between the 
Soviet Academy of Sdences and 
the private Natural Resources 
Defence Council. 

Speaking by telephone from 
the village of Karkaralinsk, near 
Semipalatinsk, Mr. Eissler said 
equipment was switched off Satur- 
day morning and it was not dear 
when it could be turned on again. 


Moscow has said it would be 
forced to continue nudear testing 
by the U.S. blast in Nevada on 
Feb. 3 but has not set a date for 
the resumption of tests. 

Soviet offidals portray a halt to 
testing as the first step towards 
disarmament and say continued 
testing will push the arms race 
into space. 

Moscow has repeatedly 
appealed to Washington to join 
the moratorium but the White 
House has contended that testing 
is needed to modernise and main- 
tain the U.S. deterrent and will 
be needed. as long as there are 
nuclear weapons. 

The Reagan administration 
says testing is necessary to de- 
velop its “star wars’’ plans for a 
space-based missile defence 
shield. 

Soviets move ahead on Euromis- 
nles, page 8 


Labour 
demands 
Thatcher 
statement 
on Libya 

LONDON (R) — Members of. 
Britain’s opposition Labour Party 
called on Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher on Sunday to 
make a statement on claims that 
the object of U.$. air raids on 
Tripoli last April was to kill Li- 
byan leader M Dammar Qadhafi. 

In an article in Sunday's New 
York Times magazine, reporter 
Seymour Hersb said the United 
States set out deliberately to loll 
Col. Qadhafi in the bombing 
raids, not to strike at “terrorist" 
and militar y facilities as stated by 
Washington (See page 2). 

The Labour politicians said 
that if the article were true, Mrs. 
Thatcher must have been aware 
that Col. Qadhafi was a target for 
assassination 

Hersb said his sources told him 
that nine U.S. F-lll bombers 
based in Suffolk, eastern Eng- 
land, joined the main U.S. strike 
force with specific orders to bomb, 
only Col. Qadhafi and his family. 

Labour member of parliament 
Martin Flannery said that if this 
were true it was not unreasonable 
to flpqime the British government 
was aware there was a ’grave 
danger of the Qadhafi family 
being killed. 

"This is utterly appalling and 
Mrs. Thatcher owes it to the 
House (of Commons) to make an 
immediate and detailed state- 
ment as to whether she was privy 
to the danger which the entire 
Qadhafi family were in." 


More than 2 million face 
starvation in Somalia 

GALGADUD, Somalia (R) — 

More than two million people, 
mostly nomads, are threatened 
by drought and famine in Soma-' 

Ha's central region of Hiran, re- 
gional government offidals in 
Gakadud said Sunday. 

Thousands had already moved 
to crowded refugee centres in 
search of relief food. 

Bat the acting permanent 
secretary in the Interior Ministry. 

Addi Aden, said the Somali gov- 
ernment was not considering an 
international appeal for famine 
relief at present. 

Aid organisations such as the 
United Nations Children’s Fond 
and the London-based Oxfam are 
working in the area and the gov- 
ernment is supplying maize, sor- 


ghum and rice from its emergency 
stocks, he said. 

Offidals said no famine deaths 
had been reported so far bnt food 
and water had to be transported 
under difficult conditions from as 
for as the capital, Mogadishu, 600 
kilometres south of this settle- 
ment near the border with 
Ethiopia. 

The 12-hour road journey from 
Mogadishu crosses some of Afri- 
ca’s most barren country. Crops 
have withered and cattle, goats 
and camels have died. 

Complicating the drought is the 
unstable security situation along 
the frontier with Ethiopia, where 
the biggest border clash for many 
months took place near Galgadud 
earlier this month. 


Israel wants U.S. not to 
take any Soviet Jews 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel urged 
the United States on Sunday to 
deny free entry to Jews who leave 
the Soviet Union on visas to 
IsraeL 

“From the day the state of 
Israel was established and its 

C open to all Jews, there is no 
r any substance to the term 
‘Jewish refugees,’ the cabinet 
said in a statement after hs week- 
ly meeting. 

' Echoing an appeal in Washing- 
ton last week by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, the statement 
urged the United States to stop 
granting refugee status to Soviet 
Jewish emigrants. 

About 80 per cent of Soviet 
Jews allowed to emigrate travel 
to die United States although 
their emigrants’ visas list then- 
destination as Israel. 


Israeli offidals say they hope 
that an end to U.S. refugee status 
will turn around the so-called 
drop-out rate of Soviet Jews who 
dedde not to settle in the Jewish 
state. 

Last year, only 202 Jews came 
to Israel out of the 914 Jews 
reported by the U.S.-based 
National Conference on Soviet 
Jewry to have left the Soviet 
Union. 

But opposition legislator Yossi 
Sand, of the left-wing Citizens’ 
Rights Movement, said the gov- 
ernment was wrong to insist that 
Soviet Jews come to Israel. 

“Israel must not force Jews to 
come here against their will," he 
said. “Israel must be a country of 
choice and not a country of 
exile.” 


Iraqis 

raid 

Iranian 

facility 

LONDON (Agendes) — Iran 
said Iraqi warplanes bombed a 
communications station near the 
town of Karaj to the northwest of 
Tehran Sunday afternoon. 

It was the first Iranian report of 
an Iraqi air raid since last Thurs- 
day when Baghdad said it was 
suspending attacks on towns and 
dties for two weeks. 

The national Iranian news 
agency (IRNA), received in Lon- 
don, said the attack caused some 
damage to the station. The brief 
report made no mention of the 
unoffidal truce. 

Iran had responded to the un- 
ilateral Iraqi announcement by 
saying it would refrain from re- 
taliatory attacks on Iraqi dties. 

Iran and Iraq bad both laun- 
ched air, artillery and missile 
attacks on each other’s dties this 
year, killing thousands of civi- 
lians. 

Baghdad said its bombing halt, 
intended to give the Iranian lead- 
ership a chance to consider peace 
calls by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein, would not apply to 
military targets or targets con- 
nected with Tehran’s war effort. 

IRNA reported earlier that Ira- 
nian Revolutionary Guards had 
seized a strategic lake north of 
marshes near Iraq's southern city 
of Basra. 

Baghdad denied this. A milit- 
ary spokesman quoted by the Iraqi 
News Agency (INA) said no bat- 
tle had been fought in the area 
during the period specified. 

A Tehran newspaper reported 
Sunday authorities in Iran 
arrested four anti-government 
guerrillas who were caught trans- 
mitting radio signals to Iraq’s air 
force. 

The newspaper Kayhan said 
the four were members of the 
Mujahedeen-e-Khaiq under- 
ground resistance movement. 

It said they were found with 
several radio transmitters and 
homing devices used to direct 
warplanes m air raids on targets. 

IRNA quoted the newspaper 
as saying the. guerillas were 
arrested in the western city of 
Bakhtaran. 

The Mujahedeen-e-Khalo, 
which IRNA in a play on words 
called the “munafiqeen” or 
“hypocrites," is the largest anti- 
government group operating in 
Iran and has offices in Baghdad. 

The group has reported a 
marked increase in operations in 
Iran. 


Grenade attack wounds 17, 
including 12 Israeli policemen 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — 
Seventeen people, including 12 
Israeli policemen, were wounded 
on Sunday in a hand-grenade 
attack on an Israeli police patrol 
near the Damascus Gate of Jeru- 
salem. 

Reports said at least 70 Palesti- 
nians were arrested after the 
attack, responsibility for which 
was claimed by the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) in a' 
statement issued in Tunis. 

The grenade was hurled into 
the street or nearby bush during 
the change between two patrol of 
Israeli policemen, reports said. 

■ The PLO’s claim of responsi- 
bility said the attack was carried 
out by the “Ali Abu Taouk” unit. 
Israeli police speculated that the 
attack was carried out by the 
Damascus-based Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of Pales- 
tine (DFLP) since it came on the 
18th anniversary of the founding 
of the group. 

The attack sent hundreds of 
shoppers, including foreign tour- 
ists. running for cover along the 
stone-paved streets near the 
Damascus Gate, one of the seven 
entrances to the Holy City. 

Police said two of the injured 
were in serious condition and at 
least five suffered moderate 


wounds. The identities of the five 
passers-by who were injured were 
not disclosed by the Israeli au- 
thorities. 

Police said the attack occurred 
just after the shift changed on an 
Israeli police patrol at 2.15 p.m. 

All nearby stores pulled their 
shutters down, roads were block- 
ed and Israeli policemen began a 
massive search of the area, scour- 
ing the shrubbery for additional 
bombs and detaining Palestinians 
in the street and nearby stores. 
Police said later they had defused 
another grenade. 

Later reports, which were con- 
firmed by Israeli police, said 70 
Arabs were arrested. 

The blast occurred in a road- 
way. 50 metres from the Damas- 
cus Gate, which is used by foreign 
tourists on a daily basis to reach 
holy sites' such as the Via DoJor- 
asa, where tradition says Jesus 
carried the cross en route to his 
crucifixion, and the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher, where he was 
entombed. 

An AP reporter said he saw 28 
Palestinians were detained by 
half a dozen Israeli policemen. 
Some held their hands clasped 
behind their heads. Many others 
were lined up along the wall and 
searched. 

One detainee was kicked in the 
shins by a policeman, the AP 


reporter said. A second was 
forced to empty our a plastic bag 
of personal belongings, including 
a jacket onto the sidewalk, he 
said. 

Israeli spokesmen said the blast 
could be linked to either of two 
Palestinian 18th anniversaries — 
the founding of the DFLF or the 
attempted arson at the Al Aqsa 
Mosque. The attempted arson 
caused three days of violent 
Palestinian protests in East Jeru- 
salem in 1969. 

Later on Sunday another 
Palestinian faction claimed re- 
sponsibility for the grenade 
attack. 

Fateh Uprising said its guerril- 
las operating in the occupied 
homeland planted a time-bomb at 
“a military bus station" near the 
Damascus Gate. 

The occupied territories have 
been rocked by violent Palesti- 
nian protests for the past two 
weeks and Israeli forces have 
been using violent means to dis- 
perse demonstrators. 

Last October, an Israeli was 
killed and 69 wounded near the 
western wail of the Old City in a 
hand-grenade attack at an army 
swearing-in ceremony for new 
recruits. An Israeli court sent- 
enced three Palestinians for the 
attack. 


Israelis detain 131 Arab students 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli authorities 
dosed two Palestinian universi- 
ties in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip on Sunday after 
anti-Israel protests in which 
Palestinians said seven students 
were injured and 131 arrested. 

• The army denied there were 
any detentions or injuries. It said 
it closed the Gaza University for 
10 days, following demonstra- 
tions on Saturday at the campus 
where 4,500 Palestinians attend 
classes. 

An eyewitness from a nearby 
United Nations headquarters told 
Reuter the protests began after 
Israeli troops arrested a number 
of students and forced them to 
line up with their hands on then- 
heads. 

Other students set tyres ablaze 
and shouted anti-Israel slogans. 
Israeli troops hosed demonstra- 


tors with water cannon, forcing 
them to disperse after the uni- 
versity administration refused to 
send all students home for the 
day. 

Palestinian sources quoted by 
Reuter said seven students were 
injured and 126 arrested in the 
clashes with Israeli troops. 
Another five were arrested Sun- 
day, they said. 

The army closed the Islamic 
University in Hebron until March 
15 in a move against demonstra- 
tions there last week. 

Two other West Bank institu- 
tions — Biizeit University near 
Ram all ah and Bethlehem Uni- 
versity — reopened after being 
dosed by the authorities for four 
days. Al Najah University near 
Nablus, ordered to be closed for a 
month, remained shut. 

Palestinian protests have inten- 
sified in recent weeks against 




‘Israel suggested attack on 
Pakistani reactor to India’ 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel went 
to India three times to propose a 
joint attack on Pakistan's nudear* 
weapons reactor but was turned 
down each time, according to a 
front-page report in the Jeru- 
salem Post. 

The report by the newspaper's 
Lone’ - l correspondent David 
Horowitz quoted unidentified 
“top level political analysts” in 
the British capital. The report 
said the proposals were made in 
recent years, but did not elabo- 
rate. 

India's air force is incapable of 
bombing the reactor at Kahuta 
outside Islamabad with suffident 
accuracy to ensure its destruc- 
tion, but Israel’s air force could 
do the job, the analysts were 
quoted as saying. 

The report said Israel was pro- 
vided with detailed satellite 
photographs and other top-secret 
U.S. intelligence concerning the 
plant by Jonathan Jay PoUard, 
the U.S. civilian naval intelli- 
gence analyst convicted of spying 
for Israel. 

The Jerusalem Post reported in 

Zia terms vi 


an exclusive story last week that 
Pollard provided Israel with more 
than 1,000 secret U.S. documents 
of major importance. 

These included photos of the 
Pakistani reactor, information 
about Soviet naval movements in 
the Mediterranean, arms ship- 
ments to the Arab countries and 
satellite photos and maps of Iraqi 
and Syrian weapons and “chemic- 
al warfare facilities," according to 
the report. 

Israel's interest in destroying 
the Pakistani reactor stems from 
its opposition to any Muslim 
country having access to nudear 
arms and the fear that Pakistan 
might be taken over by Islamic 
fundamentalists, the report said. 

It would be impossible for the 
Israeli air force to act against the 
Pakistani reactor without refuell- 
ing facilities in western India be- 
cause of the distance from Israel. 

Israeli bombers destroyed 
Iraq’s Osirak nudear reactor in 
June 1981 reportedly after being 
provided with U.S. satellite 
photos by Pollard. 

sit to India 


as success for peace 


JAIPUR , India (Agencies) — 
Pakistani President Mohammad 
Zia U1 Haq on Sunday pro- 
nounced his “peace through 
cricket" trip to India a success 
and said his talks with Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi bad re- 
duced border tensions. 

General Zia, who arrived in 
this western dty Sunday morning 
to watch India and Pakistan com- 
pete in a test match (See page 6), 
told reporters at the stadium 
cricket was peace and peace was 
winning. 

The Pakistani leader flew to 


New Delhi Saturday night and 
held informal talks with Mr. Gan- 
dhi following the most dangerous 
military build-up along the Indo- 
Pakistan border since the two 
fought their last war in 1971. 

Asked on Sunday about the 
prolonged border tension, he 
said: “The mam thing is that we 
have been able to solve it and it 
should not happen again.” 

He did not elaborate but an 
Indian official said the two lead- 
ers discussed further troop with- 
drawals from forward frontier 
positions* " 


increased Israeli harassment and 
anger over the fate of their 
brethren in Lebanon, facing 
starvation in refugee camps due 
to a four-month siege by mili- 
tiamen. 

Israeli and Palestinian sources 
reported protests in Askar and 
Jalazoun refugee camps in the 
West Bank where Israeli troops 
used tear gas to disperse Palesti- 
nian demonstrators. 

Stone-throwing protests were 
also reported by Palestinians 
from the Gaza Strip. 

A U.N. official said an unspeci- 
fied number of students at a 
United Nations vocational school 
in the strip were seized by Israeli 
troops from a bus taking them to 
their studies. 

The United Nations closed the 
school for the day to prevent 
protests against the arrests. 

Mahdi: Sudan 
wants peace 
in Chad 

CAIRO (AP) — Sudanese Prune 
Minister Sadeq Al Mahdi reaf- 
firmed on Sunday that his country 
would not help any of the warring 
parties in Chad but said Sudan's 
efforts to mediate for its western 
neighbour would continue. 

Mr. Mahdi spoke at a news 
conference at the end of an offi- 
cial five-day visit to Cairo. A 
highlight was his signing with his 
Egyptian counterpart, Atef Sed- 
ki, a cooperation agreement that 
replaces and dilutes a 1982 char- 
ter that could have led to a 
merger of Egypt and Sudan. 

Mr. Mahdi insisted that Sudan 
would provide neither facilities 
nor passage rights to either side in 
the Chad conflict. Government 
forces in N’djamena, helped by 
France and the United States, are 
Earing Libyan-backed rebels in 
the north of the country. 

"We will continue not to pro- 
vide any facilities (to the different 
parties), ..." Mr. Mahdi said, 
“and we will continue our direct 
contacts to try and stop the 
fighting." 

A senior Sudanese delegation 
already has travelled to Libya and 
Chad to mediate. 
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North’s secretary confirms 
shredding Iran documents 


WASHINGTON (R) — The personal secretary of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Oliver North has been granted 
immunity from prosecution in the Iran arms 
investigation and has told investigators she helped 
Col. North shred White House documents in 
November, the Washington Post reported Sunday. 


The Post said the secretary, 
Fawn Hall, had told independent 
Iran investigation counsel Lawr- 
ence Walsh she helped Col. 
North destroy key memos and 
computer messages in his office 
on Nov. 21. 

On Nov. 25, U.S. Attorney- 
Genera] Edwin Meese revealed 
that some money from the Iran 
arms sales had been diverted to 
anti-government rebels in Nicar- 
agua. 

At the same time Mr. Meese 
announced that Col. North had 
been fired from his position at the 
National Security Council (NSC) 
and that Col. North's NSC boss. 
Admiral John Poindexter, had 
resigned. 

The Post said Ms. Hall had 
helped investigators reconstitute 
the destroyed messages by calling 
them up from the White House’s 
electronic archives. 

It quoted one government 
source as saying the retrieval of 
these messages had established 
what it called “a clear case of 
obstruction of justice.” 

Col. North, who was working 
for the NSC on a number of 
top-secret international projects, 
destroyed a mammoth stack of 
documents from his safe and draw- 
ers, the Post said, quoting un- 
named government sources. 

When the Los Angeles Times 
.reported in late November that 
NSC documents had been shred- 
ded, White House officials said 
this would not obstruct an inves- 


tigation because copies of all 
documents were kept in a central 
file. 

Apart from the Walsh inves- 
tigation which is expected to 
make its findings known in sever- 
al months, another investigative 
commission headed by former 
Senator John Tower is expected 
to release a highly critical report 
next Thursday. 

In another story the Post said 
White House Chief of Staff 
Donald Regan, who has been 
fighting to keep his job in the face 
of the mounting Iran arms con- 
troversy, now appears to have 
lost his battle. 

The Post quoted an a dminis tr- 
tion source as saying Mr. Regan 
was “almost out the door." 

It quoted another official as 
saying Mr. Regan may have 
already told President Reagan he 
wanted to quit but did not want to 
announce his resignation while 
under public fire. 


misleading chronology of the 
affair be compiled to permit the 
president to deny ins involve- 
ment, according to a televised 
report. 

Senate Majority Leader 
Robert Byrd said Saturday he 
was worried that Mr. Reagan’s 
ability to govern had been 
harmed and be accused top White 
Houe aides, whom he did not 
name, of lying to cover up the 
president’s role. 

“I think there’s been a great 
deal of lying and cover-up — not 


by the president himself, Tm not 
saying that — but it's obvious that 


those around him have engaged 
in a great deal of cover-up and 
deceit in an effort to protect the 
presidency Sen. Byrd, of West 
Virginia, told the Los Angeles 
Times in an interview published 
Saturday. 


Later, in a televised interview 
with Cable News Network he was 
asked if he worried about Mr. 
Reagan’s ability to govern, Sen. 
Byrd replied, “Yes, I do.” 

“The credibility of the United 
Stales has been severely im- 
paired, our foreign policy is in 
shambles, our friends, our adver- 
saries see the disarray in the 
White House,” he said. , 


On Saturday, the commission 
conducted its second interview 
this week of Mr. McFarlane at his 
hospital bedside. Mr. McFarlane, 
who requested the meeting, has 
been in the hospital since Feb. 6 


after a drug overdose that police 
have called a suicide attempt. 


Reagan aides accused of deceit 


Amid fresh disclosures in the 
Iran arms scandal, a top opposi- 
tion Democrat has accused Presi- 
dent Reagan’s aides of deceit and 
said allies and adversaries recog- 
nised the disarray in the White 
House. 

The accusation came as the 
commission appointed by Mr. 
Reagan to probe the scandal con- 
cluded that a top aide ordered a 


The remarks were some of the 
harshest criticism heard yet from 
Democrats in the unfolding scan- 
dal over secret White House arms 
sales to Iran and the diversion of 
profits to U.S.-backed rebels 
fighting to overthrow Nicaragua's 
leftist government. 

Sen. Byrd said he thought the 
scandal had given a propaganda 
edge to Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev who was able to “take 
advantage of this sad and sorry 
set of circumstances." 


have called a suicide attempt. 

ABC News reported that the 
Tower Commission has con- 
cluded Mr. Regan ordered the 
compilation of misleading chro- 
nology of the Iran affair, in- 
tended to permit the president to 
deny his involvement. 

Quoting commission sources, 
ABC said the Tower panel had 
readied that conclusion following 
Saturday’s session with Mr. 
McFarlane. 

It said the Tower Commission’s 
findings are “likely to damage 
President Reagan for his failure 
to control his own NSC.” 


Syrian soldiers deploy in Beirut; fighting dies down 


(Coa turned from page 1) 


intervention was a “horrible 
scheme aimed at dividing Leba- 
non, establishing sectarian states 
and sending half a million Palesti- 
nians outside Lebanon.” 

A PLO source in the Iraqi 
capital told Reuters: “Syrian 
troops entering Beirut is an illegal 
action since Syria is a basic party 
to the blockade of Palestinian 
refugee camps and the annihila- 
tion and starvation of our people 
there." 

Brig. Kanaan would not say if 
Syrian troops would move into 
Beirut's mainly Shiite southern 
suburbs, a stronghold for mili- 
tants believed to hold foreign 
hostages. 

"God willing, we will remove 
everyone's ordeal. We are here to. 
remove the people's ordeal." he 
said, voicing optimism for 26 
foreigners missing in Lebanon, 
nine of them seized this year. 

"From now on we will have no 
mercy on gunmen in the street." 
Brig. Kanaan said in his radio 
broadcast. 

A political source said the Sy- 


rians” would try to protect west 
Beirut colleges, foreign embas- 
sies and public institutions. 

Mr. Gemayel called Mr. Kara- 
mi's request unconstitutional and 
the Christian “Lebanese Forces” 
militia leader said the interven- 
tion would lead to more violence. 

The Lebanese Front, an 
alliance of right-wing Christians, 
said the Syrian-military interven- 
tion was a “violation of the Un- 
ited' Nations charter.” 

In Washington on Sunday, a 
State Department official said 
that if history was any indication, 
the Syrian troops sent to restore 
order in west Beirut would not be 
able! to' impose a lasting peace. 

“Lebanon’s friends should sup- 
port the institutions of central 
government, which are the pillars 
on which unity and reform will be 
constructed,” said Department 
spokeswoman Sondra McCarty. 
“The past 12 yeais in Lebanon 
provide ample proof that no ex- 
ternal force can impose political 
or security arrangements in 
Lebanon. 

“The United States continues 


to support Lebanon’s unity, 
sovereignty and independence, 
and the withdrawal of all foreign 
forces. We believe the Lebanese 
people deserve leadership dedi- 
cated not to strengthening mili- 
tias but to dissolving them — 


leadership inspired not by fac- 
tional ambition but by determina- 
tion to give constitutional form to 
the aspirations of all the 
Lebanese people for a tolerant, 
prosperous, stable, national 
state.” 


Mehdi: Hostages safe 


•AMMAN' (AP) — Foreigh hos- 
tages held by extremists 'ih Leba- 
non are apparently safe despite 
the recent rage of battles between 
militias in west Beirut, an Amer- 
ican Muslim envoy who returned 
from Beirut said Sunday. 


Mohammad Mehdi, secretary- 
general of the New York-based 
National Council on Islamic 
Affairs, spoke by telephone from 
his hotel during a stopover in 
Amman on his way to New York. 

He said a reliable source con- 
tacted by phone in Beirut 
“assured us that to the best of his 
knowledge, they (the hostages) 
are in good health and that the 
war had not hurt any one of the 
hostages. They've been properly 


protected,” * 

Mr. Mehdi, 'and his assistant, 1 
Dale *Shaheen,' arrived in the 
western sector of Beirut eight 
days ago Co launch a new bid Co 
free 26 hostages, eight of them 
Americans. 

The two hurriedly evacuated 
the city on Thursday after they 
were robbed at gunpoint of 
.$1,400. The Commodore Hotel 
where they were staying was en- 
gulfed in battles and looting. 

Mr. Mehdi, 58, said he left 
Beirut without establishing con-' 
tact with the kidnappers because 
be was trapped in the hotel as 
fighting raged outside between 
rival militias. By Lebanese police 
estimates, 200 people were killed 
and 400 injured in the battles. 
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U.S. raids 
aimed to 
kill Qadhafi 


Battles in west Beirut highlight 
resentment at growing Amal power 




He continued to urge Mr. 
Reagan to admit the Iran arms 
sales were a mistake. 

- Sen. Byrd’s charges of lying 
concerned jnibhshed reports that, 
onthe advice of aides, Mr. 
Reagan gave conflicting state- 
ments to flic Tower panel about 
when he approved arms sales to 
Iran. 


Former National Security 
Adviser Robert McFarlane, a key 
player in the affair, has said Mr. 
Reagan gave his approval before 
file first arms shipments, which 
were made through Israel. White 
House Chief of Staff Donald Re- 
gan has said the president’s 
approval came after the fact 
White House spokesman Dan 
Howard, asked about Sen. Byrd’s 
statements, replied, “we are 
simply not going to comment any 
further until the Tower report 
comes out.” 


NEW YORK (R) — The United 
States set out to deliberately kill 
Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi 
in air raids on Ttqjoli last April, 
according to an investigative re- 
port published Sunday by the 
New York Times. 

Reporter Seymour Hersh, who 
said he interviewed more than 70 
U.S. officials and servicemen, 
concluded that the real aim of the 
raid was not to strike at guerrilla 
and military facilities as the 
Reagan administration said, but 
to all Col. Qadhafi. 

The report quotes one U.S. Air 
Force intelligence officer as 
saying: ‘There is no question 
they were looking for Qadhafi. It 
was briefed that way. The were 
going to kill him.” 

Hersh, who exposed the U.S. 
massacre of Vietnamese civilians 
at My Lai in 1968, said only five 
-of the nine aircraft sent to bomb 
Col. Qadhafi’s headquarters 
managed to deliver their bombs. 
Israeli intelligence pinpointed 
Col. Qadhafi’s whereabouts dur- 
ing the nigfit of the raid. 

Some bombs did hit' Col. 
Qadhafi’s quarters inside a milit- 
ary barracks in Tripoli The Li- 
byans said their leader’s adopted 
15-month-old daughter was kil- 
led. Col Qadhafi himself was 
unhurt although scores of people 
were reported killed in the raids 
on die Libyan capital and on 
Benghazi. 


Administration officials, in- 
duffing Secretary of State George 
Shultz and Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger both denied 
at the time that Col. Qadhafi was 
a target. 

Hersh said the plan was coor- 
dinated by the National Security 
Council (NSC), die same body 
which was involved In covert 
arms sales to Iran, and that 
lieutenant Colonel Oliver North, 
who was fired from the NSC 
shortly after the Iran scandal 
broke last November, was a mov- 
ing force behind die planned 
attack on Col. Qadhafi. 

Hersh also reported that NSC 
members, including Col. North, 
set up a “back channel” to limit 
information about the Libya raid, 
as well as the aims sales to IRA, 
‘o a few inside die government. 


BEIRUT (R) — The battle for 
west Beirut has split Syria’s allies 
in Lebanon and shaken delicate 
regional alignments. . * 

Tim conflict, in which at least 
150 people have been lolled, pits 
the. unwieldy Shi’itc Muslim 
Amal militia against a leftist 
alliance of Druze, Sunni Muslims 
and Communists trying to loosen 
Amal’s grip on the Lebanese 
capital’s Muslim sector. 

The street fighting which flared 
on Monday appears to have been 
prompted by Amal’s relentless 
drive to subdue Palestinian com- 
mandos in refugee camps. It has 
also released pent-up frustration 
with Amal’s three-year domina- 
tion of west Beirut. 

The gun law and anarchy has 
drawn revulsion from many in- 
habitants caught in the fault ; mor- 
tar and artillery battles. “God rid 
of them (gunmen) all, we can’t 
take any more,” spat an' angry 
housewife. 

Syria has strongly backed Amal 
against what it calls a plot by 
Palestine Liberation Orgamsa- 
-„tiog (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat 
to make a military comeback in 
Lebanon. . . 

Antal's siege of the Palestinian 
camps, where people were re- 
ported to be starving, disturbed 
not only the leftists but also radic- 
al Middle Eastern states usually 
aligned with Syria. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi praised the Communists 
for joining the defence of the 
camps and Ir anian mediators 
have actively sought to end the 
camps war. 


Beirut. 

Druze chief Walid Junblatt- 
says be wants to install a non- 

AaafeviQn SlflfllfliciTA- 


S f fffarian “national administra- 
tion” to govern west Beirut in the 
absence of credible state au- 
thority. 

At a Communist rally three 
weeks ago, .he denounced the 
camps war and said tire situation ’ 
in west Beirut was “unbearable 
and impossible.” 

Residents of tire Middle East’s 
once-cosmopolitan and now 
bankrupt — business hub have 
paid dearly for militia anarchy. 

Since the Syrian-backed upris- 
ing on Feb. 6* 1984, west Beirut 
has suffered a wave of robberies, 
bank hold-ups and kidnappings. 

Hundreds of Lebanese have 
been killed or kidnapped, about 
70 foreigners have been 
abducted, 26 are still missing and 
nearly afl Westerners have left 
the city in fear. 

Radical Sbi’ite groups claimed 
responsibility for attacks op Wes- 
terners and Lebanese Christians, 
Communists and Jews, but Amal 
was blamed for failing to control 
them. 

Hundreds of Shi’ite refugees 
squatted in west Beirut and Amal 
mfliria offices proliferated. Sun- 
nis saw their traditional control 
ebbing away and the city’s com- 
paratively Westernised, secular 
middle class took fright 


Syrian intervention 


Junbiatt denounces camps war 


Amal leader Nabih Bern has 
said his militia is Hatfimg agents 
of Israel trying, to overturn die 
results of a 1984 militia uprising 
when Amal and its current foes 
together ousted Falangist- led 
Lebanese army troops from west 


Syria sent about 400 comman- 
dos to west Beirut as part of a 
security drive last July and has 
hinted that it may send more 
troops to quell the battles among 
its allies. 

Political sources in Damascus 
said Syria disliked any threat to 
its influence in Lebanon and 
might intervene as a last resort 
despite its shaky economy and 
diplomatic isolation. 

.The Soviet Union, Syria’s main 


mifitary supplier, might well cau-^ 
tiott against a Syrian attempt to 
settle matters by force. . • - 

Moscow mamtmns direct lodes 
with Mr- Arafat and Mr. Jonb- 
latfs Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) as wfcfl as with- Lebanon’s 
pro-Soviet Communists and may - 
see the PLO as its own best route 
into any Middle East peace nego- 
tiations. 

Another deterrent for Damas- 
cus might be uncertainty over the 
attitude of Israel, which forced- 
thousands of Syrian troops and 
PLO commandos to evacuate , 
west Beirut in 1982. i ; l 

Israel has shown its concern at 
Arafat’s resurgent strength in 
Lebanon's refugee camps with 
repeated air raids on Palestinian 
commando positions near the ; 
southern city of Sidon. . 

The pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
(Party of God), Amal’s main rival 
in the Shi’ite community, clashed 
last week with Syrian troops in 
Beirut, but has stayed neutral in 
th west Beizul battles. 

Ideologically at odds with the 
Comrmmists. it also opposes Am- 
al’s drive to restrict commando 
attacks on Israel. 

Mr. Junblatt has repeatedly 
hinted in public at a revival of the 
secular National Movement be 
inherited from his father Kamal, 
murdered in 1977. 

Amal, championing the rights , .. 
of the politically nockr-privileged 
Shi’ites, never joined that 
alliance. 

The National Movement, in- 
cluding the PSP, the Commun- 
ists, the Sunni Mnrabitoim and 
the Syrian Nationalist Social Par- 
ty, fought the 1975-76 dvxl war 
alongside the PLO. But fire 
movement failed to find unity and 
Mr. Junblatt dissolved it during 
Israel’s 1982 invasion. 

“It is our right ... to defend 
ourselves in Bearut,” Mr. Junb- 
latt said on Sunday just before 
the latest battles began. 


Special French court to try Abdallah today 


PARIS (R) — Suspected 

Lebanese commandp leader 
Georges Ibrahim Abdallah goes 
on trial amid unprecedented 
security Monday for France's first 
case to be heard by a special 
anti-terrorist cocqt with no jury. 

The trial wiS open in (he wake 

the ^en^pohee, who arrested 
the four top figures — two aura 
and two’ Women' — in tbe bdtne- 
grown grotrp - Action 

Directe.'-’ 1 . 1 

AbcLdflab; 35, pkfthajsErance’s 
best known prisoner after a wave 


No written records were kept 
of the operation. Hersh qtfoted 
'■'ope unnamed 1 source as' 'saying: 
“there was no executive oitfertQ, 
- kill arid no administrative direc- ' 
tive to go after Qadhafi. They 
covered their tracks beautifully.” 
The interviews, Hersh wrote,' 
also revealed that much of the 
secret planning for the Iran and 
Libyan operations took place 
simultaneously and involved the 
same people: North and former 
NSC chief John Poindexter, who 
resigned last year. 

. William Casey, then director of 
the Central Intelligence Agency, 
personally served as the intelli- 
gence officer for a secret task 
force on Libya set up in 1981 and 
provided intelligence that could 
not be confirmed by his subordin- 
ates, Hersh said. 


best known prisoner 


of bombings last year by a group 
de manding his release, is accused 


demanding his release, is accused 
of involvement in attadcs on Un- 
ited States and Israeli diplomats. 

Some 3,500 police and gen- 
darmes were put on alert in adv- 
ance of file trial, the first under, a 
new law passed by France’s right- 
wing government allowing courts 
to be composed entirely of judges 
with no private citizens as jurors. 

One thousand officers were 
called in from the provinces to 
bolster security after threats of 
renewed attacks. 

Judges hearing die case have 
been given police bodyguards and 


will be driven in bullet-proof 
vehicles to and from die 19th 
century courthouse in central 
Paris. 

“We are all used to threats. 
They do not impress me and we 
will not have any incidents with 
professional judges like those 
that disrupted the (regjs) 
Schleicher trial,” said Justice 
Minister Alb in Ghalandon. 

was referring to the trial of 
a French extreme left-wing mili- 
tant last December that had to be 
abandoned after frightened 
jurors withdrew. 

The special seven-judge court 
will try Abdallah, a Christian 
militant from northern Lebanon, 
for complicity in die 1982 killings 
of American military attache 
Charles Ray and Israeli diplomat 
Yacov Barsimentov. 

He also faces charges of in- 
volvement in a failed attempt in 
1984 to kill Robert Homme, U.S. 
consul in the eastern French town 
of Strasbourg. 

A Lebanese woman, Jac- 
queline Esber, is also charged in 
her absence with shooting Bar- 
simentov and complicity m the 
other attacks, but legal sources 


said the hearing of fire charges 
against her may be postponed. 

Responsibility for all three 
attacks was claimed by the left- 
wing Lebanese Armed Revolu- 
tionary Factions (FARL), ' 

Abdallah, unknown to the 
general ppbhc when first arrested 
in 1984 in the southern city of 
Lyon, was catapulted from 


obscurity last September by a 
series of five bombings over. 10 


series of five bombings over. 10 
days in crowded public places. 

The attacks, which followed 10 
similar bombings during die pre- 
ceding nine months, were a& 
claime d by a previously unknown 
Middle East group demanding 
freedom for Abdallah and two 
other prisoners jailed in connec- 
tion with political violence. 

French officials say they have 
received number of threats of 
new violence to coincide with 
Abdallah’s trial. Two being taken 
seriously were made earlier this 
month by underground organisa- 
tions known to have links with 
Abdallah’s FARL group — the 
extreme left-wing Action Directe 
and the Armenian Secret Army 
for the Liberation of Armenia 
(AS ALA). 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS, 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


OTHER FLIGHTS (TamtinaJ 2) 


EMERGENCIES 


GENERAL 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian information department at 
the Queen Alia International Airport 
Tel. (08) 532006. where it shook! 
always be verified. 


OStOO — London (BA) 

06c 40 Damascus. Athens (OA) 

9830 Cairo (MS) 

10:10 Frankfim (LH) 

TtflO Bahrain. Doha (GF) 

1540 Kuwait (KU) 

2L30 Baghdad (IA) 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


09*0 Aqaba (RJ) 

9900 Cairo (RJ) 

0*25 Jeddah (RJ) 

•W0 Muscat, Dubai (RJ). 

OWO Damascus (RJ) 

lfc05 Abu Dhabi, Kuwait (RJ) 

17:00 Larnaca (RJ) 

17:20 Cairo (RJ) 

18:45 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

18:45 BangkokIRJ) 

01:00 Baghdad (RI) 


Amman goveraoraie 891228 

Amman Gvfl Defence 198, 199. 

Ciwl Defence Ixtrid .... 271293. 273131 

Civil Defence Ouwekmeb 770733 

Civil Defence Deir ADa 57306 

Ambulance 193,775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade .... 198 

Fimaid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

CSvil Defence rescue 661 111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

Poficc rescue 192,621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic pofice — 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Aba Inti. Airport (08)53330/60 


Jordan Television 77311/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19- 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hold complaints 666412 

Price complaints 661176 

ieJepnone Information j 2 

Jordan and Middle Fjxt fik "" ' ' j(j 

Overseas calls n 

Repair service «. 11 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Munir Qaqisfa 898101- 

Dr. Khalcd Aodo 957129 


MONEY EXCHANGE 


Sunday rates 


Local seO/buy rates in Gk 


Belgian franc 89.2/ 90.6 

Dutch guilder 164 3! 166J 

French franc 55.9/ 56.4 

Itafian lira 2 5.9/ 26.4 


HOSPITALS 


Salam Pharmacy 6^6730 

NeArouldi Pharmacy 723672 

Khalaf p h a rma cy 778653 

Rraspbmnacy 66JM2 

-hafaeb pharmacy ^...1 668056 

Hmnawi pharmacy "... 84S376 • 

Ferdows pharmacy 787336 


Japanese yen (tor 100) 219.9/ 222.7 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


Swedish crown 52/ 52J5 

■ Swiss franc 219.4/ 222.6 

U.K. sterling pound 519. 1/S25 J 

UJ. dollar 338 6/ 341.4 

W. Gentian mark 184.9/ 187.7 


KbflO ...... London. Baghdad (BA) 

07:35 CairofMS) 

0*20 Sana;aOH) 

1 7-naa Bahrain (GF) 

L3e45 Kuwait (KU) 

20=30 Baghdad (IA) 


WEATHER 


. Husseta Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khainfi Maienriry. J. Amn 644281/6 
Akoeh Maternity. J. Ana.... 642441/2 

Jabal A mm a n Maternity 642362 

MaBuu, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. S hm e k a ui 664171/4 

Shmeisanl Hospital 669131 

Ihriveisiy Hospital 845845 

ALMmsher Hospital 6672W9 

The Islamic, AbdaH .666127/37 

AF-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, ALMuhajreen 777101/3 

AJ-Bashir, J. Axhrafieh 775 111/26 * 

Aray, Maria ... 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


TAXIS: 

Khaledtaxi • 

Jerusalem taxi 

Hebron taxi • ' 

Basman taxi 

Mu ’ab taxi 

Al Saleh taxi 

Seyahataxi 

KunB taxi ~ 


IRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Sharaa* 

Al Fir pharmacy 

Sharaa' pharmacy 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 
Al Shtfa pharmacy .. 


Bulletin supplied by ihc Department of 
Meteorology. 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) - 


11 JO Paris (RJ 

11:45 Vienna, Chicago, tw Angdcs (RT 
12:15 .... Fhmkfuii, Copenhagen (RJ, 

13:00 Larnaca (RT 

1M0 Cairo (RT 

1*30 Kuwait. Dhahran (RJ 

2O-J0 Bahrain, Doha (RJ 

20*45 Abu Dhabi, Dubai (R/ 

21:00 Baghdad (RJ 

21:* : Jeddah (RJ 1 

21:15 Cairo (RJ 


Temperature wifi be above normal, 
with northwesterly moderate to fresh 
winds, and will be dusty at times hi the 
southern and eastern parts. In Aqaba, 
it will be hazv. with medium and Mgh 
clouds. Wines will be southerly fresh 
and rough seas. 


MARKET PRICES 


Banana 320/270 

Banana (Mukammar) 270/220 

5““.-” 450 / 350 

no/ 80 

***** ! «>/ 70 

Oibbagp 70/ 40 

Cwrot (black) 150/120 

£***0^); 110/100 

Lanhfiawcrfydkw) 120 /-{JO 

^“fiflower (white) - ..........., 50/30 

580/500 

Cucumbers 180/ 140 

fOPlant (small) 150 / 100 

EKPtoflaige) - 140/ 110 


MinJInux. temp.. 

Amman 6/21 

Aqaba 14/31 

Deserts . t/'H 

Jordan Valley ! 27 


Yesterday’s high temperatures; Am- 
man 21. Aqaba 31. Humidity readings: 
Am m a n 21 per cent. Aqaba 17 per 
tent. 


Garik: * 

Grapefruit 

Lemon 

Marrow 

Onkm (diy) ....T”"’ 
Ordon (green) 
OrongeTAbu Surra) .. 
Onnge (Sbammoiiti) 

Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (sweet). 


Spinach ■•••——— 

.Tomatoes 

Turnip ......... 


— - 400/300 
-.130/100 
..... 100/ 70 
..... 140/100 
.... 180/140 

— 180/140 

— 2807 220 
--2S0/200- 

— 360/300 
. — . 360/300 
.....240/180 

— 200/ 160 
.... 100/ 70 
. — 80 f 50 
.... 100/ 60 
— 90/ 60 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Khatib returns from Baghdad 

AMM^I (J.T.) ~ Minister of Information Mohammad Khatib 
returned to Amman on Sunday morning at the end of a four-day 
visit to Iraq where he was received by President Saddam 
Hussein and held talks with Iraqi Minister of Culture' and 
InfOTmatton Latif Jassem. Mr. Khatib also visited the warfront 
od Fnday and was briefed on the current situation there. Talks 
during the wsitcovered Iraqi-Jordam'an cooperation in informa- 
tion-related affairs. The minister was accompanied on the visit 
by Department of Culture and Arts Director Haidar Mahmoud, 
Jordan Radio Director Issam Arida, and the director of the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, Mr. Ali Safadi. 

Fayez receives Iraqi speaker’s message 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef A1 Fayez on Sunday received a message from the speaker of 
the Iraqi National Council Sadoun Hamadi on the role of the 
Arab Parliamentary Union regarding current Arab events and 
developments in the Iran-Iraq war. The message was delivered 
to Mr. Fayez by Iraqi Ambassador in Amman Ghafel Jasem 
Hussein. 

Decree approves loan agreement 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Royal Decree has been issued approving 
a law on a JD 2 million loan agreement with the Kuwait-based 
Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development. The loan 
mil be used to finance the establishment of a joint insecticides 
factoiy between Jordan and Syria. 

Jordan, Iraq and Egypt sign memo 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Jordan, Egypt and Iraq on Sunday 
signed memoranda endorsing an agreement on cooperation in 
maritime transport and establishing a joint maritime company. 
Agreement on this company was signed in Cairo in 19SS. The 
memoranda were signed by Mr. Saleh Ai Kabariri. Jordan's 
ambassador to Iraq, Fade! Shaher from the Iraqi Foreign 
Ministry and Mahmoud Abdul Qader Hafez, the official in 
charge of Egyptian national interests in Iraq. According to an 
Iraqi spokesman, the agreement will organise land and sea 
transport operations between the three countries. 


Bos driver dies in crash with truck 


AMMAN (Petra) — A bus driver, Jawdat Mahmoud Al 
Muwajdeh, was killed on Sunday when his bus collided with a 
heavy vehicle at the Kathrabba-Iraq junction in Karak govern o- 
rate. No further details were available. 


Aviation officials leave for S. Arabia 

AMMAN (Petra) — A Jordanian delegation on Sunday left for 
Saudi Arabia for talks on promoting Jordanian-Saudi Arabian 
cooperation tor ’air transport* JOperaritras. Tbe^two^member 
; deleg^n'ferijti^is Mr.’ Amirr ‘A^Hnsseirii; director g*neraf of 
"the Civil Aviation Au&ority^GAAj, and Mr. Akel -Biltaji, 
'senior vice'prelident of tile Royal Jordanian airline. The two 
sides will focus attention on issues related to flights made by 
their respective national airlines to- either country. 

Universities discuss cooperation 


AMMAN (Petra) — University of Jordan President Abdul 
Sal am Al Majali on Sunday received Dr. Rashed Bashour, 

E rofessor of health administration at Michigan University in the 
!.S. They discussed launching cooperation between the two 
universities in the exchange of programmes and scientific studies 
in public health and community medicine. 


Turkish researcher to deliver lecture 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Dr. Mehmet Maksutoglu from Marmara 
University in Istanbul, Turkey, will deliver a lecture on the 
importance of Arabic during the Ottoman age at the University 
of Jordan on Wednesday. The lecture will be delivered in 
Arabic at 12:00 a.m. at the university's Faculty of Arts. 


Furniture 


Swareddahab leaves heart institute 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Former head 
of the military council of Sudan 
Field Marshal Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab left the Queen Alia 
Heart Institute on Sunday after 
recovering from successful open 
heart surgery which took place on 
Feb. 11. 

In a statement upon leaving the 
centre, Held Marshal Swaredda- 
hab voiced his gratitude and deep 
appreciation to His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan for the care 
he received during his treatment 
and for the hospitality accorded 
to him hi the country. 

The heart centre, he said, is a 
source of pride for Arab coun- 
tries in general and for Jordan in 
particular, in view of its high 
standard and the skill and effi- 
ciency of its physicians and spe- 
cialists. Field Marshal Swaredda- 
hab was seen off by Lieutenant- 
General Daoud Hananiya, the 
director of the Armed Forces 
Royal Medical Services. 

When examined by the Queen 
Alia Heart Centre, Field Marshal 



Field Marshal Abdul Rahman Swareddahab leaves the Queen Alia 
Heart Institute after successful heart surgery (Petra photo) 


Swareddahab was found to have a 
high grade' obstruction in the left 
anterior descending coronary 
artery. According to chief car- 
diologist at the centre. Dr. 
Yousef Qousus, Field Marshal 
Swareddahab underwent a coron- 
ary by-pass surgery conducted by 
a team of heart surgeons led by 


Dr. Hananiya, who later de- 
scribed the operation as 100 per 
cent successful. 

During his stay in hospital. 
Field Marshal Swareddahab ws 
visited by King Hussein, Health 
Minister Zaid Hamzeh. Jorda- 
nian officials and Arab ambassa- 
dors. 


House speakers brief Canadian 
parliamentarians on peace efforts 



AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of 
the Lower House of Parliament 
Akef Al Fayez on Sunday urged 
the Canadian parliament to take 
a supportive stand with regard to 
the rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and to use its influence to help 
bring about a just solution to the 
Middle East problem. 

Mr. Fayez, who was speaking 
during a meeting with a visiting 
Canadian delegation at the par- 
liament building in Amman, 
urged the delegation to meet 
Arab leaders in the occupied 
West Bank and to study closely 
the situation in the Israeli-held 
territory and the conditions of the 
Arab inhabitants there. He also 
said the delegation should note 
Israel’s inhuman treatment of the 
Arab residents and the arbitrary 
measures against Arab educa- 
tional, economic and cultural 
organisations. 

The delegation, led by Senator 
Lome Bonnel, arrived here 
Saturday evening on a six-day 
visit to Jordan, including a two- 
day visit to the occupied West 
Bank. 

During the meeting, which was 
attended by other members of the 
Lower House of Parliament, Mr. 

L Fayez. sppke ^te/igth,. about the.,, 
JPilestioe. prrfiWefo. Israel’s/. 
occupAtiorf and' United Nations^' 
Security Council Resolutions 242... 
and 338. He said that Jordan, 
under His Majesty King Hussein, 
has been seeking a just and last- 
ing solution to the problem and 
has been responsive to all initia- 
tives for peace. Jordan has sup-' 
ported the idea of an internation- 
al conference to be attended by 
the concerned parties and the 
U.N. Security Council members 
in order to achieve a lasting solu- 
tion and comprehensive peace, 
Mr. Fayez explained. He went on 
to say that Israel’s intransigent 
stand and continued United 
States support for Israel have 
been directly responsible for the 
failure of previous efforts 
directed towards peace. 

In the occupied Arab territor- 
ies, the Arab residents are being 
subjected to inhuman treatment 
by the Israeli authorities which 
are violating all human rights and 
international principles, confis- 
cating Arab property and build- 
ing settlements and colonies on 
Arab land, Mr. Fayez added. He 
said Jordan, for its part, has been 
extending all possible help to the 
residents of the occupied territor- 
ies to enhance their steadfastness 
and enable them to resist Israel's 
arbitrary measures. Jordan now 
plans to implement a five-year 
economic and social plan for the 
territories as part of this con- 
tinuing support, he said. 

On the Gulf War, Mr. Fayez 
said that Jordan continues to sup- 
port the Iraqi people against 
aggression and cotinues to call for 
a peaceful settlement to the war 
which threatens the whole Gulf 
region. 


Rock your socks off 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The British 
Council has organised its first 
ever rock tour and the contem- 
porary group Furniture will kick 
off the tour with three perform- 
ances to Jordan under the patron- 

Abdullah Ibn^Al^HuK^. 

According to n British Council 
press release a vast assortment of 
sound and light equipment will 
accompany the group and once 
on stage will produce spectacular 
effects. The concerts wm have all 
the trimmings of a typical British 
rock concert Furniture wffl per- 
form for the students of Yarmouk 
University. On Thursday Feb. 26 


at 7.00 p.m. and Friday 27 Feb. at 
4.00 p.m. they wtii give concerts 
at the Palace of Culture. The 
popular local group Mirage will 
also be making guest appear- 
ances, and Furmture are looking 
forward to exchanging musical 
experiences with them, the re- 
lease continued. 

Months of planning have gone 
into tins rod: tour which is the 
first ever to have been mounted 
by the British CoimdL Furniture 
was selected for their ability to set 
meaningful lyrics to the context of 
modem pop music and for their 
appeal to afltho«w!toIm« rode, 
the release concluded. 


The Canadian delegation later 
met Mr. Ahmad Al Lawzi. speak- 
er of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment, who discussed the situation 
in the Middle East and Jordan's 
endeavours to find a lasting solu- 
tion to the Palestine problem. 

Referring to the proposed in- 
ternational conference, Mr. Law- 
zi said that it represents the only 
possible forum for establishing a 
comprehensive peace. Israel, he 
said; is going ahead with plans to 
obstruct such a conference be- 
cause it wants to perpetuate its 
pccupation of Arab land. 

Mr. Lawzi said that Canada, 
with its sphere of influence world 
wide and its relations with 
Europe and the Middle East, 
could play a positive role in giving 
momentum to the peace process. 

The visit of the Canadian de- 
legation to Jordan, he said, is a 
good opportunity for them to 
familiarise themselves with the 
situation in the region. Jordan's 
role and its endeavours to achieve 
a lasting peace. 

Senator Bonnel said Canada 
realises that the Middle East 
question and the Gulf War, as 
well as the Arab-Israelf conflict, 
pose a serious threat to world 
..peace,^^ •• ?r. • 

1: Zfie-~said,.zhaL-tbe- delegation 
dees not represent the official 
(Canadian government but rather, 
has an independent nature and its 
members are affiliated to an 
Arab-Canadian parliamentarian 
group, visiting the Middle East 
on a familiarisation trip. 

Earlier, the ' delegation met 
Minister of Planning Taher Ka- 
naan who spoke about Jordan's 
five-year development plan and 


the volume of investments in 
different schemes. 

Dr. Kanaan and the Canadian 
delegation reviewed bilateral 
trade, economic ties and recently 
signed agreements between the 
two countries. These agreements 
covered economic cooperation, 
trade and oil exploration. 

The minister referred to the 
Jordanian-sponsored five-year 
development plan for the occu- 
pied West Bank which he said is 
designed to support the steadfast- 
ness" of the Arab people living 
under Israeli rule. 

He said that the economic and 
social development plan is bound 
to help ease unemployment and 
reduce emigration resulting from 
the deteriorating economic condi- 
tions. 

The Canadian delegation also 
met with Dr. Jawad Al Anani, 
president of the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS), who reviewed Jor- 
dan's economic performance and 
the adverse effects on this eco- 
nomy brought about by the 1967 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank. 

At a meeting with the members 
of the Jordan Forum Humanura, 
the Canadian delegation were 
briefed on the objectives of the 
forum and the serrictes-tt'-offers, 
'especially' to youth.'’ 7 ’ ' 

The Canadian delegation later 
visited the Martyr’s Monument 
and toured its various sections. 
They saw photos and items on 
display which relate the story of 
Great Arab Revolt and the de- 
velopment of the Aimed Forces. 
The monument’s medal was pre- 
sented to the guest delegation as 
a commemorative gift. 


Egypt agrees to buy 
more Jordanian cement 


CAIRO (Petra) — Jordan and 
Egypt have reached agreement 
on increasing shipments of Jorda- 
nian cement to Egypt to one 
million tonnes annually, up from 
750,000. The announcement was 
made in Cairo on Sunday by Dr. 
Khaldoun AJ Thaher, director 
general of the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company (JCFC), fol- 
lowing talks with Dr. Yasri Mus- 
tafa, Egyptian minister of eco- 
nomy and foreign trade. 

Dr. Thaher said that be also 
discussed cement shipments and 
related topics with Mr. Kamal Al 
Hilali, the chairman of the board 
of the Nasr Company for Imports 
and Exports which is responsible 
for the implementation of the 
Jordanian-Egyptian agreement. 
Dr. Thaher who arrived in Egypt 
from Khartoum said he would 
meet Egyptian Minister of Hous- 
ing Hasaballah Al Kafrawi on 
Monday. 

Last week. Dr. Thaher visited 
Khartoum and said he held talks 
with officials and importers of 
cement on the prospects of selling 


them Jordanian cement. He said 
this could be included within an 
agreement on trade and econo- 
mic cooperation which will be 
signed by Jordan and Sudan in 
the coining month. 

A vessel loaded with 28.000 
tonnes of Jordanian cement left 
the port city of Aqaba for Egypt 
on Sunday. It is the fourth vessel 
carrying Jordanian cement to 
leave the port since the recent 
conclusion of an agreement for 
the sale of 750,000 tonnes of 
cement to Egypt. 

A spokesman for the Port Cor- 
poration said that a fifth vessel is 
being loaded with cement in 
accordance with the agreement 
and a shipping programme. 

The first shipment was made 
early in January this year, and 
according to port officials 60,000' 
tonnes of cement will be shipped 
each month. Lorries are being 
used to transport the cement 
from the former South Cement 
Company to Aqaba where it is 
shipped in bulk on board vessels 
to a. packing factory in Suez. 


Senate endorses 1984, 1985 
budget supplements, laws on 
contracting and appropriation 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Upper House of Parliament (Sen- 
ate) on Sunday endorsed by a show of bands all 
additional supplementary spending by the govern- 
ment following an extensive debate on the legality of 
such action. 


Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
argued before the Senate that the 
government was acting within 
constitutional provisions and' 
logic when it issued a series of 
budget supplements involving a 
total of JD 100 million in expend- 
iture outside the allocations made 
in the 1984 and 1985 budgets. 

Defending some of the supple- 
ments which were issued before 
Ifarliament reconvened in 1984 
after a 10-year suspension, the 
prime minister said article 94 of 
the constitution empowered the 
Cabinet to take such a step, 
subject to approval from His 
Majesty King Hussein. On other 
supplements, issued after Parlia- 
ment was reconvened, the prime 
minister said logic had dictated 
that the government should go 
ahead with the extra spending 
without waiting for parliamentary 
approval. Defending his point, the 
prime minister said budget addi- 
tions “have become a tradition 
and common practice.” 

Citing examples which he said 
warranted speedy government in- 
tervention without parliamentary 
backing, the prime minister said 
the 1984 supplement was called 
for after government subsidy of 
fuel and food exceeded projected 
budget allocations in 1983. 

“Costs for subsidising fuel and 
food supplies were estimated at 
JD 14.5 million and JD 4 million 
respectively. However, the true 
values of subsidies paid for these 
two items during 1983 reached 
JD 36.9 million and JD 
5,274,000," said Mr. Rifai. 

Referring to other "unfore- 
seen" expenditure in 1983, Mr. 
Rifai said allocations for financ- 
ing Parliament's operations were 
not included in the budget." So, 
should we stop Subsidies until a 
law is issued and approved, the 
prime minister asked Senators. 
"How could we calculate before- 
hand the cost in real terms before 
we know our final accounts?" 

According to Parliament 
analysts, Mr. Rifai's statements 
were seen as an attempt to “dif- 
fuse a recent parliamentary up- 
roar," on whether or not the 
government was acting in accord- 
ance with constitutional provisions 
on public spending. Deputies said 
that additional spending in 1985 
alone readied JD 85 million — a 
relatively high ratio amounting to 
10 per cent of the whole fiscal 
budget. 

Deputies and senators were di- 
vided on whether or not the 
government was entitled to issue 
new credits before a draft supple- 
ment law to this effect had been 
endorsed by Parliament. 

Parliament members, who 
criticised what they described as 
"unconstitutional spending, 1 ’ 
dted article 115 of the constitu- 
tion which says: “All money col- 
lected from taxes and other local 
revenues has to be deposited in 
the treasury and included in the 
general fiscal budget, unless a law 
stipulates otherwise. No public 
treasury money is allocated for 
expenditure unless authorised by 
a law." 

They also referred to article 94 
of ihe constitution which says that 
such supplementary laws could be 
issued by the Cabinet only when 
Parliament is- in recess or dis- 
solved. if a Royal Decree endors- 
ing the law has been issued. 

However, such laws that would 
have to be taken in cases of 
urgency, would still have to be 
presented to Parliament's first 
meeting for debate. 

Moreover, members of both 
Houses who supported the gov- 


ernment's previous and present 
budgetring policies, said that arti- 
cle 94 did not specifically mention 
whether the required additional 
spending was to be issued before 
or after the actual allocation and 
spending. 

Need for revisions 

Citing the controversy, finan- 
cial committee rapporteur Khalil 
Al Salem proposd amendments 
to chapter seven of the constitu- 
tion which covers the Kingdom's 
financial and budgetting affairs. 

Senator Salem said there was a 
dire need for revisions in the 
constitution in order to limir and 
regulate additional spending as 
well as clarifying the Parliament's 
role in the process. Senators Has- 
san Al Kayed and Walid Salah 
said that although they approved 
previous government additional 
spending, they asked that Parlia- 
ment’s consent be taken before 
any similar action is taken in the 
future. 

Sunday’s meeting also 
approved the 1986 contracting 
law and another six-year old leg- 
islation on land appropriation. 
The Senate endorsed both laws 
but only after the Lower House 
included modifications on both 
laws upon the request of the 
Upper House. 

Senate amendments on Jor- 
. dan's first ever contracting law, 
halved the commissions taken by 
the Jordanian Contracting Asso- 
ciation (JCA) on each tendered 
public project, and stipulated that 
while the association's president 
should be a grade one contractor. 
Ins deputy could either be a class 
one or two contractor. 

The modifications also paved 
the way for foreign embassies 
stationed in Amman to use 
whichever contractor they wished 
concerning the execution of their 
tendered projects or for mainte- 
nance reasons. 

Changes introduced by the 


Senators on the law on land 
appropriations removed all time 
limits set for the government use 
of appropriated land. Deputies 
earlier put a limit of five years for 
the use of appropriated land by 
the government, after which the 
owner had the right to reclaim his 
land through legal means. 

The 30- member Senate also 
approved the Kingdom's first 
ever law governing" the use of 
nuclear energy in the fields of 
medicine, industry, technology 
and mining and offering protec- 
tion against radiation. Violators 
of the" law's articles on the use 
and purchase of nuclear equip- 
ment as well as the user's official 
authorisation to use such 
machines and to operate on them 
will be fined between JD 5.000 to 
JD 15.000, or imprisoned for a 
minimum of one to three years. 

An 11 -member technical com- 
mittee for nuclear energy con- 
sultation-chaired by the health 
minister to suggest policies and 
plans to develop the use of this 
power in Jordan will be set up in 
accordance with the 1986 law. 

Local press reports recently 
suggested the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) has plans to set up 
a regional network for monitor- 
ing radioactivity. 

The Senators also referred to 
its legal committee two draft 
laws; the 1986 Jordan Agricultu- 
ral Marketing Organisation 
(JAMO), and an amendment to 
the 1977 legislation on organisa- 
tions with movable assets. 

Suggested amendments to the 
1984 law on investments was also 
referred to the Senate financial 
committee along with two other 
agreements signed between the 
government of Jordan and the 
Arab Fund for Socio-Economic 
Development (AFSED) to fi- 
nance part of the Zara Ghor 
Haditha highway and a section of 
the Zarqa River basin scheme. 

New Senator appointed 

On another front, a Royal De- 
cree was issued on Sunday 
appointing Mr. Salem Ibn Nijad 
as a Senator to succeed Mr. 
Mohammad Odeh Abu El Tayeh, 
who passed away last month. The 
newly-named Senator will be 
sworn in during the forthcoming 
Senate session. 


Ministry plans to establish five 
poultry slaughterhouses 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Agriculture plans to set up 
five poultry slaughterhouses in 
different governors tes with the 
purpose of meeting the local mar- 
ket’s needs of poultry meat. 
Minister of Agriculture Marwan 
Hmoud announced here on 
Sunday. 

He said that the new slaughter- 
houses will use modem equip- 
ment for cleaning and packing 
poultry meat. A company formed 
from the private and public sec- 
tors will be entrusted with super- 
vising these slaughterhouses and 


will receive any amount of live 
poultry from the farms and mar- 
ket the poultry meat, the minister 
pointed out. 

For the time being, Mr. 
Hmoud said that a special com- 
mittee chaired by himself and 
grouping representatives of the 
Ministries of Agriculture, Supply, 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the private sector has been 
formed to undertake measures 
for the expansion of poultry 
slaughterhouses in Amman and 
Irbid. 


Hindu wi reviews preparations 
for opening UNESCO office 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Education Thouqan Hindawi on 
Sunday held a meeting with Dr. 
Mohammad KazeiA, director of 
the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion’s (UNESCO) Amman office 
to discuss preparations for next 
month's official opening of the 
organisation’s regional office. 

A ceremony will be held under 
the patronage of His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan at the 
Royal Cultural Centre on March 
8 for the opening of the UN- 
ESCO office, according to a 
spokesman for the Ministry of 


Education. 

He said that the minister and 
Dr. Kazem also discussed prepa- 
rations for a visit to Jordan on the 
occasion of the inauguration of 
the office by LTNESCO Director 
General Amadou Mahtar 
M’Bow. 

According to Dr. Kazem, the 
Amman UNESCO office, estab- 
lished last August under an 
agreement with the Jordanian 
government, supervises educa- 
tional cooperation between UN- 
ESCO and Arab countries, espe- 
cially in the fields of computer 
sciences and technology. 


Bodies found 
in Aqaba 
and Madaba 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The body of 
an 18-year old youth has been 
found in Aqaba and the police 
said the youth had been identified 
as A.F.A. from the Marrikh dis- 
trict of Amman . The coronor's 
examination of the body showed 
that the young man had been 
stabbed with a knife to several 
parts of his chest, stomach and 
neck, causing his death. 

Al Dus tour newspaper re- 
ported that the body or a 19-year 
old man from Sahab has been 
pulled out of a pool at Heidan 
district of Madaba. The paper 
sa id that the man, identified as 
Mohammad Abdul Fattah, had 
been reported missing by his rela- 
tives two days earlier. It also said 
that he had earlier been in the 
company of three friends who 
went out on a picnic together. 




NCR corporation held a regional conference (or its Middle East managers at the Plaza Hotel in Amman 
during the period Feb. 17-21 . The conference was attended by directors of the company's regional 
centres in Cyprus as well as managers of the company's branches in Jordan. Syria. Lebanon, Egypt. 
Iraq and Sudan. During the conference, participants discussed the company's marketing policies for 
its new products in the region and means for further promoting and developing the computer market 
and its services in the local markets. The company's branch in Jordan has been offering its services to 
the local market for the past 30 years during which it installed the first computer appliances m Jordan, 
in the photo above shows part of the conference's opening ceremony 


S’ 







Move with hope 

THE cheers that greeted the Syrian force that entered West 
Beirut on Sunday to quell militia anarchy and violence, 
represent some hope that an end could be found to the 
continuous bloodletting and disaster that Lebanon has been 
- witn essing over the past 12 years. We sincerely .share in this 
hope and based on this we have to see the Syrian move as a 
signal that some kind of a good omen of better things to come is 
in the offing for Lebanon. The shoots of joy that welcomed the 
Syrian soldiers into the streets of Beirut should- act as a 
reminder to the war-loving militia leaders of Lebanon that 
their ambitions for political supremacy through violence are 
qot shared by their countrymen. 

The rejection of the Syrian move by President Amin 
Gemayel and his rightist supporters was only to be expected. 
But Damascus has already sought to-allay fears of an eventual 
Syrian domination of Lebanese politics on the ground by 
declaring publicly that it was not taking sides in the conflict. 
Then, it needs only a moment of reflection to realise that 
regardless of the opposition, the Syrian move did in fact 
manag e to end a week of violence that claimed at least 200 lives 
and caused millions of dollars in material damage. 

The Syrian intervention comes at a time •vhen the Arab 
World at large has become psychologically prepared to accept 
the eventuality of any external force intervening to put a 
dedrive end to militia feuds that have gone on unchecked for 
too long. There seemed to be no alternatives to such a situation 
arising. Someone had to move in and tefl those warlords In 
unequivocal and unambiguous terms that enough was enough 
and a solution had to be imposed on every one in order to end 
the anarchy and stop the bloodshed. 

Perhaps those who oppose the Syrian intervention on 
political grounds would be better advised to think about their 
own priorities and realise that thfere was no other way for the 
Lebanese to end the years of agony and suffering brought about 
by a dvfl war which saw new alliances being forged and broken 
every day while nothing was done to alleviate the immense 
suffering of Lebanon and the whole Lebanese people. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Resistance continues 


ANTI-Israeli , protests in the occupied West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip have entered their 14th day with the counter-Israeli repressive 
measures failing to stem the resistance and preventing it from 
spreading to all occupied Arab regions. What is happening in the 
occupied territory is a true image of legitimate resistance to 
occupation, confronted by one of the ugliest terrorist campaigns ever 
launched against civilians and defenseless people. What is happening 
In the occupied territories is a true image of total Israeli failure to 
subdue the indigenous- population or evict them from their 
homeland. For this reason, the European Community's foreign 
ministers meeting in Brussels should study the situation objectively 
and responsibly, and ought to understand that the resistance and the 
violence now being carried out in the occupied territories are not 
separate from the core of the Arab- Israeli conflict, but rather part of 
it, and should therefore be tackled immediately. At their meeting 
which opens Monday, the European ministers ought to realise that 
the Arabs are rising in force against the Israelis who continue to 
occupy their homeland and deny them their legitimate rights. The 
current uprising against the Israelis is being carried out by people 
who are demanding -their land and their right, and who continually 
face Israel's terrorism and intimidation which is reminiscent of Nazi 
atrocities during the World War II. The uprising in the occupied 
Arab lands is a loud call on the Arab countries to help their kinsmen 
in the struggle for freedom. 


Al Dustour: Saudis campaign for summit 


THERE are persistent reports about Saudi Arabia's intention of 
dispatching envoys to Arab countries for consultation on the prospect 
of holding an Arab summit conference, and to overcome the 
obstacles still impeding solidarity among Arab states. These efforts 
come at a most opportune time, in the wake of the fifth Islamic 
summit which was able to remove the barriers and melt the ice that 
froze inter- Arab relations. The fifth Islamic summit in Kuwait, where 
Arab leaders held side meetings, has opened the way for further 
endeavours to rally the Arabs and unify their ranks so that they can 
handle the very critical situation they are going through. We sincerely 
hope that Saudi Arabia will succeed in this effort, and end differences 
between Arab counties, and we are certain that Saudi Arabia's quiet 
and wise diplomacy will eventually achieve the best results for the 
Arab Nation. We also hope that a summit meeting will open a new 
chapter in inter-Arab relations, which is instrumental for joint action 
and- for dealing with the common problems and the common 
challenges. 

Sawt A1 Shaab: King pursues mission 


KING Hussein's visit to Austria is pan of his continued efforts for 
establishing a just and durable peace in the Middle East region. The 
visit comes at a time when Jordan is trying to enlist support from 
world nations for the proposed international conference which serve 
as the best forum for the achievement of a comprehensive peace. The 
Europeans have expressed support for the idea of the conference and 
it is hoped that they will also offer help to Jordan to enable it to carry 
out economic and social development plans for the people of the East 
as well as the West Bank of Jordan. The role of the Europeans is 
emerging in this context, thanks to King Hussein’s endeavours, but as 
this European role surfaces the United States credibility continues to 
decline. Washington's prestige was dealt a devastating blow by the 
scandal of the aims deal with Iran and its persistence to dispatch 
more arms shipments to an aggressor country that boasts about its 
intentions of occupying other countries’ territory by force. The 
King's visits to Europe, which began in France and Italy and now 
followed by one to Austria, are all designed tn enlist European 
countries support for Jordan'* true endeavours for r that would 
end the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Gulf war. 


Bitter and sweet harvests of free press 


ACCORDING to various international organisations that monitor 
press censorship and the treatment of the press personnel, the years 
of 1985 and 1986 were particularly bad years for free press with 
many journalists either killed or missing or disappeared or expelled 
or imprisoned at an unprecedented rate unrivaled in the recent 
past. This phenomenon of mistreatment of the freedom of the press - 
is taking place in many parts of the world inspite of the various 
international and national 1 instruments and legislations that are 
designed to protect the media from abuse and harassment What is 
worth mentioning in the regard is that these happenings against free 
press are taking place when the press is performing formidable 
tasks against great odds and risks to expose the truth and uncover 
covert duplicities. Suffice to recall at this juncture that it was the 
disclosures made by the Beirut Al-Shira’a weekly journal about the 
arms deals between Washington and Tehran via Tel Aviv which had 
set the follow-up shocking revelations into motion. It was that every 
Beirut weekly journal which President Ronald Reagan had referred 
to at the time as "that rag in Beirut,” which had exposed the tip of 
the iceberg called Irangate. Till that point in time, A1 Shira'a was 
unknown regionally or internationally. International mass media 
caught the "end of the line" made accessible by AI Shira’a journal 
and was able to build on it by reporting* further exposures about 
that scandal. 

Imagine, if you please, in what darkness we would all be, 
regarding the unholy alliance between Washington, Tel Aviv and 
Tehran, u the international community was denied aggressive and 
free press? It would have been highly risky, if our governments 
were left to articulate and adopt their policies on wrong and 
misleading information. Where would we be, whether in Iraq, 
which was a victim of deliberate campaign to mislead its war plans 
by providing it with doctored satellite information with a view to 
keep the war between it and Iran go on indefinitely, or in other 
parts of the Arab World including ours in Jordan which never 
occurred to it that the U.S. conld be involved in such acts of 
duplicity, if we continued to be denied the kind and quality' of 
information provided to us all by free press? Surely we would have 
continued to labour under woefully wrong information to the 
detriment of our national interests. It was certainly no great relief 
to us in the Arab World to hear that Iran was likewise a victim of 
the same type of disinformation with a view to enhance the chances 
of bringing Tehran closer to the bosom of Washington. 

There is no doubt that the disclosures about the arms deals with 
Iran have caused policy makers in the Middle East to review their 
cal eolations and revamp their strategies and bilateral relations with 
Washington. It was as if the secret code of the U.S. foreign policies 
vis-a-vis our region has been suddenly deciphered. There is no 
denying that the credit for this review of our relations with the U.S. 
goes solely to free press which had shed the tight on the whole 

affair . 


By Dr. Waleed Sa’di 

And the vital services of free and aggressive press were not 
confined to the Iran situation. Who could forget the shocking 
disclosures made by tbe Israeli daily newspaper Hadashot on the 
dubbing to death of two Palestinians who hijacked an Israeli bus 
back in 1985? Didn’t these startling disclosures help expose Israel's 
atrocities towards the Palestinian people and show the true colour 
of the Israeli regime? All other incidents and cases of inhuman and 
degrading treatments to which our people in the occupied territor- 
ies were subjected would have never seen the light- of the day 
without free and courageous press. Another example is that of the 
Vanuno affair, tbe case of Moidachai Vanuno, the Israeli nuclear 
technician who shocked the Arab World with his disdosures about 
the true magnit ude and dim ension of the Israeli nudear capability. 
It was the Sunday Times of London which assumed all sorts of risks 
and bravely published the information provided by Mr. Vanuno. I 
doubt that any intelKgence agency had hitherto access to that kind 
of information about Israeli nudear bombs and the means of their 
deliveries. 

In other parts of the world, the importance of free press have 
been amply demonstrated in more than one occasion, even on 
issues of life and death. A classic case in point is the Chernobyl 
nudear accident which occurred in the Soviet Union last spring and 
which caused damage to life and environment in and outride the 
Soviet Union. Had there been free and responsible press it would 
not have taken so many days before the full extent of that accident 
became known to the Soviet people as well as to the peoples 
affected outside the Soviet Union. 

One can go on and on indefinitely recording the great and 
indispensable achievements of free press in Latin America, Africa 
and" tbe Far East. The list is indeed endless; one can never accord 
full credit to the vital revelations made possible by free press. 
Uppermost on man’s mind in this context is the Watergate affair 
which exposed the inner workings of governments and political 
parties in one of the most sophisticated countries of the world. 
Many similar scandals in other parts of the world were also 
uncovered due to responsible and vigorous press. How can we and 
our respective governments make sound judgments and proper 
choices without tbe aid and comfort of free press? 

But the validity of all the foregoing propositions are dependent 
on the satisfaction of two criteria: The reporting must be truthful 
and must be conducted in a responsible mann er. These two 
catching words “truthful” and “responsible” are certainly legiti- 
mate constraints which must be reckoned with and accord their due 
in order to render free press beneficial and with redeeming values. 
The issue of truth is indeed very complex and assumes an even 
more complex connotation because there is -no absolute truth as 
such. The crux of the matter is how to determine what is true and 
what is not and who shall make such determination. If there is only 


'some mechanism which can aft fast from falsehood, the tasks of 
editors world-wide would be much ampler. There is no doubt that 
in the final analysis the issue of truth is organically hnked with the 
issue of responsible reporting for there is no practical way of 
' separ ating the two sides of die same coin. That’ s why the ed itors o f 
the pfess or radio and television agencies cany awesome responsi- 
bilities cm their shoulders. They, are asked to perform their 

editorial duties and functions in the. most responsible way in the : 
sense that they and only they must determine and ascertain m the 
most humanly possible way the veracity of the news to be printed or 
broadcast and concurrently decide whether in their most unbiased 
and detached judgment the news to be minted or broadcast have 
also redeeming values and relevancies. In the final analysis they 
have to answer to their conscience and to foe judgment of them 
constituencies be they die government or the public. 

Likewise ft has to be borne in mind at all times that whereas 
freedom of foe press is well provided for, protected and assured by 
practically all national and internal legislations, there is little body 
of laws on the scope, definition and dimension of freedom of the 
press. The rule of thumb in this context, winch has been followed 
and observed in this context, has been to assert the principle of 
freedom of press aztd then to proceed to allow for reasonable and 
legitimate encroachments mi that stare decisis. To cite only a few 
examples of lawful encroachment on the rule of freedom of press, 
the advocacy and promotion of racism and religious intolerance and 
the divulging of state secrets and the like unlawful objectives have 
been prevented from exploiting or abusing tbe principle of 'free 
press to propagate such causes. And even dearer example on the 
limitation of free press conld be the subject of pornography. This is 
ah issue which has divided the world, with the Western democracies 
construing free press as to allow for tbe dissemination of even 
pornography and the screening of the so-called blue films; while the 
rest of the world refusing and rejecting such fiberal interpretation of 
the basic rule of free press. Surely the qualms against pornography 
and blue films are reasonable and legitimate, and in our culture in 
die Middle East, there is unanimi ty of opinion that there are 
frontiers for free press which must not be trespassed with impunity. 

Die overriding remaining issue is bow and who should control 
the press and other modes of mass media. There is no doubt that 
■foe control must be made by the instrument of legislations and 
codes of conduct which foe judicial system should adjudicate. The 
press as an institution as well as foe state have each their respective 
and sometimes opposing vested interests in this domain. It has been 
demonstrated time and again that the most suitable instrument to 
reconcile foe contradictory vested interests of the two parties lies in 
foe judiciary aided and abetted by adequate body of laws. In our 
country, one could venture to suggest that perhaps foe Supreme 
Court of Justice should be allocated the jurisdiction over issues 
related to free press. 


Analysts see U.S.-lsraeli disagreements as part of game 


By Michael Battye 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — A series of 
public disagreements between 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and foe Reagan adminis- 
tration will not dent foe enor- 
mously strong ties between the 
countries, private analysts say. 

Some said they saw the dis- 
agreements, particularly over 
U.S. arms sales to Arab i nations: 
and tbe possibility of an interna- 
tional Middle East peace, confer- 
ence leading to. djrect,. Arab- 
Israeli talks, as pro forma and 
me aningless . 

Shamir, during three days of 
talks here this week, bluntly re- 
jected a proposal by Secretary of 
State George Shultz that he con- 
sider an international conference 
as a way to get direct peace talks 
under way. 

He also refused to consider 
easing Israel’s opposition to the 
Arab arms sales. 

Washington sees the sales as 
important in trying to recover 
ground it lost in the Arab World 
by secretly selling arms to Iran at 
a time when a U.S. embargo was 
in effect and the administration 
was urging others not to deal with 
Tehran. 

Referring to the airing of dif- 
ferences tins week, Robert Hun- 
ter, Middle East expert at the 
private Centre for Strategic and 
International Studies, told Reu- 
ters: “It doesn't add up to any 
damage because there is no ambi- 
tion in the U.S. government to do 
anything.” 

“We are sufficiently involved 
in the Middle East to get into 
trouble, but not sufficiently in- 
volved to do something about it,”* 
be added. 

Jim Philips of the Heritage 
Foundation, a conservative think 
tank reputed to have tbe adminis- 
tration's ear, said Washington 
had not expected Shamir to agree 
to easing opposition to arms 
sales. 

“He is die last person to say, 
“sure, go ahead,” and they know 
it. That was for Arab consump- 
tion,” he said of the administra- 
tion’s pressure on Shamir to 
change his stance. 

Hunter, like most other 
analysts interviewed by Reuters, 
said neither President Reagan, 
who backed the idea of an inter- 
national conference, nor Shultz 
was under any illusion that Sha- 
mir would agree. 

“The idea of tbe conference 
isn't going anywhere anyway. So 
Israel gives its pro forma refusal, 
and that’s that,” Hunter said. 

Judith Kipper of foe Brookings 
Institution think tank agreed, 
saying Washington's interest in a 
conference only became serious 
when Shimon Peres, Sh amir ’s 
predecessor under a rotation 
agreement in their coalition gov- 
ernment, came out in favour of 
the idea last year. 

She said it was possible that 
Washington was promoting an 
idea it knew Shamir could not 
accept as part of a subtle game to 
help Peres regain power through 
early elections. 

Under the coalition agreement, 
Peres was prime minister for two 
years, then last October switched 
positions with Shamir to become 
foreign minister. 


In that position, Peres has 
backed consistently the idea of an 
international conference con- 
vened by the five permanent 
members of the U.N. Security 
Council, including the Soviet Un- 
ion, as a m eans to get swiftly to 
direct talks between Israel and 
the Arabs. 

“It's a Peres electoral card, in 
that if an international confer- 
ence can be put together with the 
Soviets and most of the Arabs 
agreeing, it could . mean early 
elections in Israel which would be 
a referendum on a conference. 

"That could help Peres get 
elected, which would be better 
for the United States which has 
always had more in common with 
(Peres’) Labour (Party) than with 
(Shamir's) Likud,” she said. 

Barry Rubin of the School of 
Advanced International Studies 
(SAIS), an administration critic, 
said he did not believe the prop- 
osal had been advanced seriously 


because the U.S. government did 
not want to get deeply involved in 
seeking Middle East peace. 

“The adminis tration would 
have been upset if Shamir had 
endorsed it because it would have 
called their hand,” he said. 

But he said foe administration 
“has made reasonable efforts to 
get talks going” and strong U.S.- 
lsraeli ties were crucial to peace 
prospects. 

“Thoe have not been damaged 
at all and it is precisely the strong 
relationship that leads Arab 
countries to want Washington to 
be part of the peace process. 

The analysts said they saw foe 
Shamir visit to Washington as a 
success because it was carried off 
without the Israeli role in the Iran 
arms affair becoming a major 
point of contention and it 
appeared to dose the door on the 
case of U.S. navy analyst 
Jonathan Pollard, caught spyng 
for Israel. 



Palestinians are harassed in Los Angeles 


By Anthony Lewis 

BOSTON — She is a 22-year-old - 
woman, a student in San Diego, 
California. Born in Raiqallah, in 
foe West Bank, she came to the 
United States at’ foe age of 3 and 
is an American citizen. On tbe 
telephone she sounds like Cali- 
fornia. I shall call her Evelyn 
Bitar, which is not real name. 

“I was studying alone in the 
school library on the night of Jan. 
28. At about 8:30 a large man ... 
came up and shoved a paper in 
front of me. It said ‘subpoena 1 
and had my name on it. He 
flashed what looked like a badge 
and said, ‘Evelyn, we want you to 
come with us.’ He had a gun in a 
holster at his waist. He took my 
left arm and handcuffed me to his 
right arm. Another man — he 
also showed a gun — came over 
and grabbed me roughly by the 
‘right arm. They took me out to a 
dark burgundy car, cuffed my 
bands in front of me and shoved 
me into the back seat.” 

That was the beginning of a 


nightmare 12 hours for Evelyn 
- Bitar. I take her words from an 
affidavit that she drafted after- 
ward, and from a telephone con- 
versation with her. 

What happened to her is re- 
lated to her Palestinian origin. 
Two days before her experience, 
eight Palestinians (and one's Ke- 
nyan wife) had been arrested in 
the Los Angeles area by agents of 
the U.S. Immigration and Natur- 
alisation Service. She was a friend, 
of one of them. But let us con- 
tinue with her story. 

“We drove for some time when 
they made me face backwards. In 
a residential area we drove into a 
garage and I was taken into the 
house, into a big bare room with 
a cement floor. There was a big 
metal desk. The room also had a 
metal pole set in the cement 
floor: It had a hook at the top, 
sort of like a tetherball pole. I 
was thrown into a grey metal 
chair, still handcuffed. The room 
was dimly lit, but with a bright 
fluorescent light coming at my 


face. 

“They threw a picture down on 
the desk. It was a picture of me. 
my husband and X (the friend 
who had been arrested). They 
slapped it and said, ‘who is tins 
man, identify him.’ 

“I refused and said what they 
were doing to me was illegal. One 
said, ‘Honey, we are the law.’ 
They kept throwing pictures on 
the desk. They were all pictures 
from San Diego, some from the 
old Arabic club... 

“It was after midnight by now. 
They uncuffed my right hand, 
then cuffed my left hand to the 
hook on foe top of the metal 
pole. My left arm was stretched 
up to reach it. Then they left foe 
.house and left me hanging there 
like that for over three hours. 
They came back around 3:30 with 
a third man. I asked if I could use 
foe bathroom. I was desperate to 

go. They would not let me. 

“They told me that my hus- 
band was in custody, that they 
had just picked him up. (That was 


false.) They said we could work' 
out a deal, I could be a witness 
for the prosecution of X. If I 
would do that, they would let my 
husband go. 

“When I still didn’t respond, 
they said, ‘At your rally you said. 
“Long Live Palestine.” We’D 
show you what we fotnlr of your 
Palestine.’ 

“They took out a small Palesti- 
nian flag, about 3 by 5 inches 
[about 75 by 125 nuUiiniteTs], and 
burned it. 

“Then they took me out, back 
into the car. They stopped about 
two miles [about three 
kilometres] from my house. They 
said, listen, Babe, when you 
least expect us, expect us. We’D 
always be around.’ I looked at my 
watch. It was 3:30 a.m.” 

Could that have happened in 
America? Readers will no doubt 
find it hard to believe, as I did. So 
did Evelyn Bitar. She was too 
frightened to talk, at first. But 
now she is ready to testify, using 
her real name, if her lawyers ask 


her to. 

The eight Palestinians arrest 
in Los Angeles were taken 
gunpoint in their homes at 7 a.n 
then shackled in arm and 1 
irons. Each was shown {foot 
graphs and offered advantages 
he would testify against soineon 
There was no evidence rhar tin 
had done or contemplated any a 
of violence. The charges had 
do with reading or distribute 
Palestinian literature. 

But that is another story i 
unconstitutional outrage. For tl 
moment, it is enough to foil 
about what happened to Evelj 
Bitar.' Is that America? 

Realism requires us to reco 
mse that it can happen. It hi 
happened. But it is not too late i 
find out how; to punish foe Cede 
al agents who behaved like tot 
htanan thugs. “When we spei 
out,” Mis. Bitar said, “that’s oi 
only protection.” She still b 
lieves in America — The Ne 
’York Times. 


Vietnamese leadership takes first step towards reforms 


By Tom Heneghan 

Reuter 

BANGKOK — Vietnam’s new 
Communist leaders have taken a 
first step towards long-overdue 
economic reforms by sacking 13 
cabinet members and streamlin- 
ing their ministries. Western di- 
plomats said Wednesday. 

The surprise reshuffle, 
announced Tuesday, confirmed 
Hanoi wanted pragmatic solu- 
tions to foe economic stagnation' 
plaguing foe country since it was 
reunified in 1975, they said. 

It also indicated reformist lead- 
er Nguyen Van linh was prob- 
ably in firmer control than be- 
lieved since he took over as the 
party's general secretary last De- 
cember, they said. 

But the shake-up did not reach 
foe old guard at the top — former. 

? 3litburo members President 
ruong Chinh and Prime Minis- 


ter Pham Van Dong — and ques- 
tions remain about bow quickly 
Linh will be able to bring change 
to foe stagnating economy. 

In the reshuffle, Defence 
Minister Van Tien Dung and 
Interior Minister Pham Hung 
were sacked along with 11 other 
cabinet members. Four of 23 
ministries were abolished. 

“This has to be a compromise 
between the hardliners who were 
kicked out of the party and foe 
reformers now running foe par- 
ty,” said one envoy who asked 
not to be named. 

“They had to do this (reshuf- 
fle) to shake out some of foe dead 
wood and make the government 
more efficient.” 

Chinh and Dong quit the ruling 
pohtburo last December after a 
rising tide of criticism from parfy- 
members demanding pragmatic 
steps to counter Vientam’s triple- 
digit inflation, poor food supplies 


and widespread unemployment. 

A national assembly session 
later that month failed to name a 
new cabinet, a move interpreted 
then as a sign that reformists and 
-hard-liners were at loggerheads 
over Hanoi’s future course. 

Linh, who introduced flexible 
economic management in tbe for- 
mer South Vietnam after taking 
over as party chief in Ho Chi 
Minh City after foe war, 
appeared further weakened last 
month when Chinh, Dong and 
former party ideologist Le Due 
Tho were given unprecedented 
sweeping powers as poKtburo 
advisers. 

But the diplomats saw Unit ’s, 
hand in the reshuffle, which also , 
brought his Ho Chi Minh City 
colleauge Mai Chi Tho — Le Due' 
Tho’s younger brother — into foe 
cabinet as interior minister. 

“Linh seems to be stronger 


than people thought,” one diplo- 
mat observed. 

The appointment of new chiefs 
for nme ministries also means the 
reformers should be in a good 
position to influence foe make-up 
of foe national assembly due to 
be elected in ApriL 

The reformers now make up a 
majority in the cabinet. Eight 
others becamd members in a simi- 
lar reshuffle in June 1986 after 
hardliners were swept out of 
several economic ministries. 

The potitburo has already cal- 
led on ageing national assembly 
members to step down to allow a 
more vigorous group to emerge 
from the polls. 

Diplomats said foe new minis- 
ters seemed to be mostly tittle- 
known technocrats, a sign foe 
leadership wanted to stress effi- 
ciency in its drive to get the 
economy moving. 

Their problem now would be to 


win the senior and middle h 
of their bureaucracies ove 
flexible economic policies re 
ing in less official control 
possibly fewer state jobs, 
added. 

The elimination of several 
rawly-focussed and coma 
“““Stnes — with their work 
being absorbed by other oi 
—should cut out some of Ha 
frequent bureaucratic strng 
another envoy said. 

United Nations aid official 
foey must usually deal with al 
five different nTmisf-ri^ s hg 
getting a development pn 
approved. 

Besides his attempt to str 
Jnft the government, l inh 
has also begun a major drr 
tigtifcn party discipline tfy i 
mg corrupt members 
Pawning those who did not 
oat party policy. 
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Of course great pyramid 
f is huge, but how much 
does it weigh? 
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By Mimi Maim 

The Associated Press 

GIZA, Egypt — Everyone agrees 
that the great pyramid of Cheops 
is big on the ontside. Some specu- 
late that if you hacked it into 
cubes of one foot (30 cm.) on a 
side, the cubes could stretch two- 
thirds of the way around the 
earth. 

But there's more controversy 
about Cheops' inside, where 
mysterious chambers have lain 
uncharted for 4,600 years. Now, a 
team of French scientists hopes to 
map those chambers by spring- 
time, and will weigh the giant 
pyramid in the process. 

Jacques Monthicon beads a 
three-man French technical team 
on a 20-day project that has them 
scampering up and down and 
around the massive stones that 
ancients piled oue by one to build 
the most impressive of some 80 
pyramids of Egypt 

Cheops, largest of the three 
pyramids adorning Giza plateau, 
cover 13.1 acres at its base and is 
thought to comprise more than 
2.3 million limestone blocks 
weighing tonnes each. 

“We’re going to’ weigh Cheops, 
and we’ll do it with this," the 
Frenchman said, stabilising his 
microgravimeter a gains t an enor- 
mous boulder. 

A metal box the size and shape 
'•of an automobile battery, the 
microgravimeter is used in France 
to locate underground caves, 
quarries, trenches and tunnels. 
By measuring minute changes in 
the gravitational pull on a sus- 
pended weight, the instrument 
defines variations in subterranean 
density, from empty space to 
solid rock. 

In Egypt, the French team 
hopes to use the machine to 
pinpoint chambers hidden when 
the pyramid was built 4,600 years 
ago. 

The work hasn’t been easy. 

The microgravimeter demands 
quiet. But there always is a lot of 


life around the monument associ- 
ated with the death of pharaoh 
Cheops. 

Egyptians are drawn by its 
magic. For them, Cheops is a 
very persona] pyramid. 

Goats graze lazily on grass be- 
tween the stones, and fa mi Keg 
picnic and play games at the base 
of the pyramid. Children belly 
dance to blasts from transistor 
radios. Camel drivers bellow to 
foreign tourists to don fake Arab 
headdresses. The animals bellow 
as the tourists unsteadily dirnb 
aboard for their Curst and perhaps 
only came] ride. 

Horses and horse carts race at 
full speed on roadways around the 
pyramid. Young Egyptians defy 
regulations and risk death by 
dunbing to the top-to die cheers 
of onlookers below. 

Last September, when the 
French tried to reach hidden cavi- 
ties by boring three holes into a 
huge rock alongside the queen’s 
chamber, they ignored the bed- 
lam and worked in the daytime. 

‘'This time we’ve had to come 
early in the morning and work 
after 4 p.m., when everybody is 
thrown oat of the pyramid, be- 
fore and after people gather at 
the base,’’ Montlucon sid. 

Sitting near a hole hacked in 
the 9th century by treasure-seek- 
ing troops, the Frenchmen waited 
for quiet on a cool February day. 

Ontside, a band played to the 
cheers of a crowd. 

Inside, guards were having 
trouble ejecting a group of high 
school students. They had spent 
hours sliding down ramps leading 
up and down the grand gallery, a 
passage to the king's chamber 
and one of the world’s most 
amazing architectural feats. 

With the quiet, work resumed. 
A French technician groped for 
balance as be pulled an extension 
cord up a steep, dark incline. 

“This is new territory for us," 
Montlucon said as the microg- 
ravimeter silently recorded what 
lay behind the walls. 
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Tunisian seeks to make 
Arab music international 


Randa Habibs 
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Egyptian and Japanese technicians work next to the Sphinx and the 
-great pyramid of Cheops in Giza to solve the puzzle over the purpose 
of cavities found. 


“We’re taking more than 400 
measurements during the first 20 
days of February from the tip of 
the pyramid to the chamber 
under the ground. We want to 
find what kinds of rocks made up 
the structure, how they are 
layered. When a portion of the 
pyramid doesn’t weigh as much 
as expected, there should be 
spaces between the blocks.” 

The team expects eventually to 
have a three-dimensional profile 
of how Cheops is built, including 
chambers currently known and 
unknown. Results from this mis- 
sion, ending in late February, 
should be lmown by the spring. 


Montlucon said he wants no 
contest between his team and a 
Japanese group also searching 
Cheops and Giza plateau for cavi- 
ties. 

“Cheops is a wonderful pyra- 
mid," he said. “This is not a 
circus. This is not a treasure hunt. 
This is serious work. We’re con- 
ducting a survey." 

“By weighing Cheops we be- 
lieve we can locate cavities onr 
instruments say are there, but I 
don’t want a race between the 
Japanese and French to see who 
finds them first and where. The 
work is too important for 
fighting.” 


By Issam Hamza 

Reuter 

ABU DHABI — Tunisian com- 
poser Mohammad A1 Mabdi says 
Arab music has all the elements 
of an international idiom — with- 
out the worldwide recognition it 
deserves. 

He has spent much of the last 
45 years trying to correct that. 
His six symphonies, more than 
500 songs ana musical pieces and 
numerous books and studies on 
Arab music are helping to 
popularise it from Los Angeles to 
Moscow. 

Mahdi, who has taught in a 
number of Western universities 
and institutes, says the time is 
ripe for Arab music to make an 
impact in the Wed. 

“The West has become more 
-aware of our music after several 
■music institutes there succeeded 
in breaking barriers that separate 
Eastern and Western cultures," 
he told Renters after a lecture 
here recently. 

Arab music, infused with Tur- 
kish influences, has already left 
its mark on two-thirds of the 
globe. Muslim warriors carried it 
to Spain, from where it spread to 
Spanish colonies in the new 
world. 

Turkish armies carried it to the 
outskirts of Vienna in the middle 
ages. “If we listen now to the 
Sofia, Belgrade or Bucharest 
radios we will feel clearly the 
effects of Arab music,” Mahdi 
said. 

There are also similarities be- 
tween Arab music and that from 
many parts of Africa and Asia, he 
added. 

Mahdi’s own efforts to interna- 
tionalise Arab music include sym- 
phonies incorporating Arab 
themes and rhythms. 

“1 have tried to use a structure 
easily understood in the West to 


get across our music," he said. 

AI Masira AJ-Daa’ima' (the 
continuous inarch), which Mahdi 
said portrays the Arabs’ struggle 
for independence in four move- 
ments, was played at the Moscow 
music festival in 1985 by the 
Moscow radio orchestra. 

It features Arab rhythms but is 
based on a scale — the Zangola 
— that like Westm music does 
not use quarter tones. 

His third symphony, Wafaa 
(fidelity), incorporates three 
musical instruments from the 
Arab orchestra — the 'oud (simi- 
lar to the Intel, the qanoun (simi- 
lar to a zither) and the nai (Arab 
flute) — and does rely on quarter 
tones. 

Another symphony, biladi (my 
country), (teals with peoples of 
the Mediterranean and incorpo- 
rates melodies from numerous 
countries in the region. It is to be 
presented at the Moscow music 
festival next year. 

Mabdi, who composed Tuni- 
sia's national anthem, called on 
Arab governments to cooperate 
to implement a comprehensive 
plan through which singers, lec- 
turers and musical troupes would 
tour Europe and other parts of 
the world to bring them Arab 
music. 

“We should reduce the purch- 
ase of guns and weapons to direct 
our efforts to spread our culture, 
music and arts because these are 
the languages which bring people 
together.” 

He spoke bitterly about the 
present state of Arab music and 
the tendency of youth to follow 
Western pop styles. “The youth 
of today need to be vaccinated 
against non-authentic music and 
the cheap ideas they have." 

He urged Arab governments to 
adopt a long-range plan to pre- 
serve and strengthen traditional 
music. 


Teenagers learn art of 
diplomacy at mock U. N. 


How Cat Stevens became a Muslim 


By Talia Chakmakjian 

LONDON (DPA) — “Assalamu 
alaikum" (peace up upon you) 
are the first words the visitor.., 
hears upon entering the Islamia 
‘ Primary School, (Sic of Britain’s- 
first full-time Islamic schools. 

The story behind the school 
starts with a journey that pop star 
Gat Stevens embarked on in 1977 
when he converted to Islam and 
became known as Yusuf Islam. 

“I had a frith in God but did 
not know how to express that 
faith," said 39-year-old Yusuf sit- 
ting behind a desk at the school in 
the northeast London district of 
Brent. 

At the peak of a successful 
musical career, featuring hit 
songs such as “Wild World." 
"Morning has Broken” and 
“Father and Son," the music of 
Gat Stevens spoke of peace, love. 
Eastern mysticism and Buddha. 

He was seeking his identity 
through various religions. But 
“none made sense” to him apart 
from the cradlings of the Koran. 
“I was fascinated in the belief m 
one universal God of all, in the 
belief of all the prophets," says 
Yusuf. 

The question of a school arose 
when he got married in 1979 to 
Fawziyah Ali in Regent's Park 
Mosque and they had their first 
child. 

The concern he shared with 
other devout Muslim parents on 
his drild’s education within a 
Western society materialised at 
first into a nursery. It shortly 
expanded into a primary school 
for 85 boys and girls of 21 diffe-' 
rent nationalities. “We are a 
showcase of the microcosm of the 


entire Islamic world,” says 
Yusuf. 

Pupils come from Egypt, 
Morocco and Saudi Arabia in the 
Arab World,- India,- Pakistan and 
Bangladesh in Asia arid some are 
English 6r American -• The mam 
language is English twit the school 
aims to add Arabic as another 
first language. Arabic is now used 
for religions studies. 

The school is financed privately 
by Yusufs personal funds from 
royalties he still receives from his 
recordings. Wealthy families liv- 
ing in Britain or abroad also sent 
their donations. 

Yusuf argues that Islamia is 
eligible for a local authority grant 
but is deliberately being denied 
such funding. “Although 16 per 
cent of the borough are Muslims, 
there is a conspiracy to stop 
Muslims from having their own 
school," be says. A recent reli- 
gious survey found that the num- 
ber of Muslims in Britain went up 
by a third in the last five years, to 
852,000, while the number of 
mosques rose to 314, compared 
to a mere four in 1960. 

The children in Islamia school 
receive the complete education of 
normal British primary school 
with additional Islamic and Ara- 
bic studies. 

Asked bow the pupils would 
continue their education after 
leaving and the problems they 
may encounter fitting into West- 
ern society, Yusuf says: “We plan 
on expanding to a secondary 
school, Inshallah (God willing). 
“Besides, if you give a child a 
good identity and a strong feeling 
of commitment, then even if he 
experiences difficult times, he 


will overcome them easier,” says 
Yusuf. 

“The school's (and commun- 
ity’s) sheikh, Mahmoud Abdul 
-Fatah Jalal, adds that he envis- 
ages the children becoming -dev- 
out Muslim “DmL’tS?” who will 
.spread and teach tneword of the 
Koran. 

Apart from the school, Yusuf 
also plays a prominent role in a 
Muslim Relief Agency, which 
works on relief and charity pro- 
jects in Islamic countries as well 
as publishing books. 

On a fund-raising mission for 
Afghan refugees. Yusuf visited 
Pakistan for one week in Decem- 
ber, around the time of the 
seventh anniversary of the Soviet 
intervention in the neighbouring 
country. His Haj to Makah in 
1980 reinforced his belief in Islam 
and allowed him to share his 
experience with Muslims from 
around the world, regardless of 
their nationality, Yusuf says. 

“Most people in the West see 
Islam as nationalistic, threatening 
and warlike, whereas it is the 
exact opposite,” he says. 

Born in London with the name 
of Steven Demetri Georgiou. of a 
Swedish mother and a Greek- 
Cypriot father, Yusuf tells of the 
inevitable changes in his rela- 
tionship with his family after he 
embraced Islam: 

“Islam gives great importance 
to the family. Before converting I 
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Yusuf Islam in the office of the 
Mamie primary school in north- 
west London. 

was a lonely person and did not 
socialise much. 

“After an initial shock, my 
family appreciated the changes in 
me because I started paying more 
attention to my parents, brothers 
and sisters — something which I 
ignored before," he says. 

■ But there was antagonism 
against him, especially from the 
media that treated him almost as 
if be no longer existed. ‘To their 
minds (journalists), Islam is like 
taking one step backward," he 
says. 

As for music, Yusuf has said he 
was willing to make a comeback, 
not as a singer but as a composer. 
He is considering writing new 
songs for the benefit of refugees. 


By Martin Nesirky 

Renter 

THE HAGUE — A security 
guard barred a “Soviet" delegate 
from entering a committee room 
for crucial arms control debate 
became he was wearing jeans. 
Ontside in the corridors, the 
secretary-general shuttled be- 
tween delegates in an attempt to 
defuse bender tensions in Asia. 

At the opening of the General 
Assembly, an official warned de- 
legates against buying drugs. 

None of the 1300 delegates, 
guards, reporters and administra- 
tive staff was much older than 19. 

They were taking part in The 
Hague international model Un- 
ited Nations last week, an annual 
educational role-playing game 
which draws teenagers from 120 
schools, mostly international, 
around the world. The event is 
organised by teachers from three 
Hague International Schools, 
British, American and West 
German. 

Delegates spend hours trying 
to boil down the resolutions on 
arms control, terrorism, human 
rights and many other subjects 
for debate at the assembly on the 
final day. 

‘TPs a simulated exercise in 
which we try to imitate, recreate 
and play the role of the U.N. 
General Assembly with all its 
committees," said David Wil- 
liams, an organiser of the event at 
the city’s congress site and one of 
the few adults to be seen. 

The scheme’s director, histoty 
teacher Bill Hungerford, said 


model United Nations were also 
held in the United Nations were 
also held in the United States. 
Bnt few, if any, are as big and 
intern ational as The Hague’s, 
now in its 19th year. 

Students agree the exercise 
gives them an unrivalled insight 
into world a ffyii s and provides 
valuable experience in debating 
and learning the subtle art of 
'compromise. 

John Laugbbanm, the secret- 
ary-general this year, is one of 
many who consider studying in- 
ternational relations following 
the event. 

Generally, the student dele- 
gates take roles as representatives 
of countries other than their own. 
Schools represent one or two 
nations and spend weeks studying 
their adopted country’s policies. 

One year, students travelled to 
New York to soak up the atmos- 
phere at the real United Nations. 

Another time a Guyanese di- 
plomat in London became so 
engrossed she sent diplomatic 
message to the pupOs playing her 
co untry . Two South African di- 
plomats took the exercise serious- 
ly enough to attend the whole 
five days to be on hand to give 
guidance on Pretoria's line in any 
given debate. 

This year, a Dutch school rep- 
resented West Germany and de- 
legates were briefed by Bonn’s 
ambassador to The Netherlands. 
Some pupils at The Hague’s 
American School played Soviet 
delegates and mated the Soviet 
embassy for background inform*- 
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EVERY morning while driving your children to school, or going 
to your office, you may wed take advantage of the first red traffic 
light to buy your newspaper and for many people this has become 
part of their routine. But, since the prices of the Arabic dailies 
have been raised, the routine is not as simple as before. 

The habit of handing 50 fds over to the newspaper boy, getting 
your paper and driving away used to take only a few seconds. 
Now, with prices raised to 75 fib things are somewhat more 
complicated. It is pretty difficult to have the exact coins to pay for 
your newspaper everyday. What you need, in addition to the 
original 50 fils coin, is either a 25 fils coin — increasingly bard to 
find these days — or smaller coins of 10 and 5 fils, if you can’t 
manage the exact amount, you have to hope that the newspaper 
boy has some change. 

In order to make life easier for both the customer and the seller 
I have a couple of suggestions. 

— Newspaper boys could have some chewing gum ready to 
give you instead of change, or one morning yon could pay 100 fils 
for your daily, and the second day only fifty, or if you want to 
(day it safe, yon may do it the other way round and pay 50 fils the 
first day and 100 fils the second day. 

Maybe it would have been better if the price of the papers bad 
been raised to 100 fils, as this would have saved a lot of 
inconvenience and traffic congestion as people fumble for change 
whilst the light changes a second time. 


Road safety drive cuts 
death toll in Kuwait 


By Rory Charming 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — A sustained road 
safety drive has nearly halved 
traffic deaths in Kuwait, a coun- 
try with a zest for speed and a 
penchant for powerful cars on its 
eight-lane highways. 

Yet car crashes still rank 
amongst main killers in Kuwait, 
along with heart disease and 
cancer. 

“In the group between 18 and 
35 they are by far the biggest 
killer," said Sabah -Al Rayes, 
bead of the Road Safety Associa- 
tion. 

Kuwait, a producer of oil that 
has 1.7 million people, had a road 
death rate in the early 1980s that 
was among the highest in the 
world. 

But Rayes and his association 
have helped puli it down by 40 
percent in five years to some 38 
deaths per 100,000 people — 
roughly the same as the United 
States, Italy and Australia but 
still far higher than Britain or 
Japan. 

Last year fatalities fell to 312 — 
the first time it was less than one 
a day since the association was 
formed in 1982. 

“Speed' is a problem. But 
ignorance — of rules and of the 
rights of others — is the major 
problem,” said Rayes, 47. an 
architect and civil engineer who 
helped found the association after 
a dose friend was killed in a road 
smash. 

The 1970s oil boom gave 
Kuwait one of the highest per 
capita incomes in the world, fuel- 
led a fancy for big-engined cars 
and funded an array of impressive 
development projects. 

Kuwait built a 3,800-kilometre 
network of roads up to eight lanes 
wide linking Kuwait dty with 
outlying suburbs, industrial areas 
and neighbouring Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq. 

In such a modern environment, 
Rayes says human error rather 
than vehide defects is largely to 
blame for acridents. 

“In Kuwait, over 95 per cent 
are the fault of the driver,” he 
told Reuters in an interview. 

Rayes, who is also a member of 
the government body responsible 
for mapping out road policy, said 
tougher laws are being prepared 
to deal with offenders and could 
be in force in the coming months. 

The association runs a high- 


profile campaign to educate the 
public about sound driving be- 
haviour, making frequent use of 
radio, television, newspapers and 
wallposrers. 

It arranges lectures and screen- 
ings of video-taped interviews 
with doctors, survivors of bad 
road accidents and members of 
bereaved families. 

Every week it hosts an open 
c hwaniyah , an informal male get- 
together over coffee, to debate a 
specific hazard. 

One recent meeting focussed 
on distractions caused by the 
growing use of mobile car-tele- 
phones, more popular in Kuwait 
now than anywhere else. Installa- 
tions cover one in every 40 of the 
emirate’s 600,000 registered pub- 
lic and private vehicles. 

A director for the local com- 
pany supplying the sets told of a 
motorist cruising along with a 
phone in one hand, a cigar in th- 
other and apparently steering 
with his knees. 

Press accounts of diwaniyahs 
have highlighted concern about 
teenagers competing in midnight 
races on motorways, unlicensed 
and under-age drivers, motorists 
driving with children on their 
laps, problems during summer 
sandstorms, and drugs and 
. alcohol. 

Kuwait, an Islamic state, bans 
the import and sale of liquor as 
well as narcotics. 

But traffic court judge Khaled 
Al Muzaini said driving under the 
influence of alcohol had been 
neglected in drawing up present 
road regulations and should be 
made punishable by law. 

Addressing a seminar spon- 
sored by the Road Safety Asso- 
ciation, he also advocated legisla- 
tion to penalise drivers who wit- 
nessed accidents but failed to stop 
and help victims. 

Rayes said hit-and-run cases 
should be treated the same as 
homicide, whether or not they 
cause fatalities. “Usually the fel- 
low that runs away doesn't know 
if there has been a death or not,” 
he argued. 

Little effort is being spared to 
ensure safe driving conditions. 
Big signs warn motorists heading 
onto single-stream motorways 
against U-turns and reversing. 
They also bar camels. 

But the use of safety belts is 
still optional and Rayes envisages 
no immediate move to make 
them compulsory. 
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Wail of bagpipes muted 
across Arabian desert 
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By Rory Planning 

Reuter 

KUWAIT — The wail of the 
Scottish bagpipes across the de- 
serts of Arabia has been muted 
by the fall in world oil prices. 

“I must say business fell away 
last year," said Sir Patrick Grant, 
head of one of Scotland's top 
bagpipes manufacturers. “The 
previous year we were really 
busy.' 1 

Grant, managing-director of 
Grainger and Campbell, a firm 
with a 160-year history, is on a 
British mission . visiting Gulf 
countries in a bid to boost trade. 

Bagpipes ' are popular With 
nriKtaiy. and police bands the 
length of the Gulf, a legacy of 
British influence prior to rite oil 
boom of the 1970s. 

There is even a pipe band on 
camel-back in Oman. 

Special modifications are made 
in instruments sent to the Golf, 
where in Kuwait for example 
summer temperatures soar to 50 
degrees centigrade. • 

The beHows,0r bag, is usually 
made of sheep or goatskin. "But 


for a dry c limat e like the Gulf, we 
nse elk hides from Canada,” 
Grant said. 

The pipes themselves are made 
of East African blackwood, tradi- 
tionally imported from Ta n za ni a. 
But bagpipes manufacturers must 
compete with clarinet makers for 
tight supplies. 

Grant, a former professional 
piper, said he came across the 
appropriate trees by accident in 
Mashonaland, Zimbabwe, a few 
years ago by accident and was 
able to set up a small sawmill 
there to supply his company. 

And despite modern technolo- 
gy, the bagpipes industry remains 
highly labour intensive. 

“We’ve looked at computerised 
machinery,” said Grant, but 
automation sometimes failed to 
detect flaws in the wood. 

“The bagpipes have completely 
defied the 20th century. They 
have to be band-finished," he 
said. 

Grant said his firm produced 
500 to 1,000 sets of bagpipes a 
year selling from. 400 to 3,000 
sterling (S600 to $1,500) each. 


FOR IMPORTED 
AMERICAN STEAKS 


<OfcFll 

<HO.IKTANS.fcN A 

The First and Only Greek^ 
gRestau rant In Jordan E 
* TONIGHT g 

E AND EVERY NIGHT = 

= ..ZORBA THE GREEK* 5 

Z LOCATED f§» 

— ■ JA8AL AMMAN. 2ND CIRCLE ™ 
_ OPP FRENCH LOAF ^ 

T El- 6415B5 mq cover Charge. “ 


The first A best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jaba! Amman, near 
AhUyyah Girls School 

Tain away is mBaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


St 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take mray nvmBaklm 
Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 / 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Raming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30 p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 

lunenand dinner Friday 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6 : 30 -Midnight > 


>FU STRUCT FOR 











6 Sports 

Murray wins 1st British 
gold in Euro track meet 



LI EVES, France (R) — Yvonne Murray raced away 
with Britain’s first gold medal of the .European 
Indoor Athletics Championships, scoring an empha- 
tic victory in the women’s 3,000 metres Sunday. 


Earlier. Natalia Akhrimenko 
gave the Soviet Union a golden 
start to the last day of the cham- 
pionships in the women’s shot put 
and Serge Helan presented host 
nation France with its first title in 
the triple jump. 

Murray seized control of the 
six-strong 3.000 metres field after 
the first 1,000 metres. She 
stretched her lead to win by a 
massive 40 metres from tall 
Dutch runner Elly Van Hulst, 
adding gold to the silver she won 
in the event last year. 

The Scot docked an excellent 
.eight minutes 46.06 seconds 'to 
beat Van Hulst by over five 
seconds and West German world 
championship silver medallist 
Brigitte Kraus by seven. She 
pushed her two rivals to national 
records. 

"I'm surprised I ran so well. I 
didn’t expect it to go that way. I 
was suiprised how much I won 
by," said Murray with a big smile 
after completing a lap of honour, 
draped in a Union Jack flag and 
waving a bouquet of flowers. 

’i’m looking forward to Indi- 
anapolis because I like fast 
races," she added, turning her 


thoughts to the World Indoor 
Championships in the U.S. next 
month. 

Helen won the triple jump by 
three centimetres from Christo 
Markov. Bulgaria's European 
outdoor champion, who was 
clearly hampered by a leg injury 
and competed with his right thigh 
bandaged 

“I can't get over it. I'm on 
another planet," the Frenchman 
said after his second round 17.15 
metres resisted Markov's 17.12 
and 17.07 in the third and sixth 
series. 

Akhrimenko dominated the 
shot, subduing European outdoor 
champion Heidi Krieger of East 
Germany, who had to settle for 
the silver medal as she did at last 
year's European Indoor Cham- 
pionships in Madrid. 

Todd Bennett brought Britain 
another gold medal, getting the 
better of Dutchman Arjen Vis- 
serman in the men's 400 metres. 

Bennett, drawn two outside his 
Dutch rival, hit the front before 
the halfway mark, but Visserman 
passed him on the back straight 
on the last lap of the 200-metre 
circuit. 


Injured striker lifts Napoli to win 


ROME (R) — Napoli striker. 
Bruno Giordano returned from a 
month's inactivity through injury 
when he came on as a late substi- 
tute Sunday and scored what' 
could be a priceless goal for the 
Italian League leader against 
Torino. 

The 30-year-old former inter- 
national has been out of action 
since injuring his leg against Bres- 
cia last month and had been a 
doubtful starter. 

But with the match heading for 
a goalless draw, Napoli manager 
Ottavio Bianchi sent on Giorda- 
no in the 81st minute and he 
earned the league leader its first 
away win against Torino in nearly 
six years with a fine close-range 
goal just three minutes later. 


Roma helped Napoli double its 
lead at the top to four points 
when it beat second-placed Inler- 
n a / 1 on ale 1-0 on another day of 
few goals. 

Roma's win lifted it up one 
place to third, ahead of reigning 
champion Juventus who drew 1-1 
at AC Milan. 

At the bottom of the table, 
Udinese, who had lost its last 
three matches, held Florentine to 
a draw but still seem doomed to 
relegation because of the nine- 
point handicap imposed at the 
start of the season for its part ina 
betting scandal. 

Brescia improved its prospects 
of staying in the Fust Division, 
moving up to 13th with a 2-0 win 
over Como. . 


TODAY 


CINEMA- 


OPERA 


ABDALI TR. 675571 -675573 


Is proud to present adventures and real events 
in 

OFF BEAT 

A great comedy full of excitement to make you laugh 
for two continuous hours 

Starring: Judge Reinhold, Meg Tilly and 
Cleavant Derricks 


The Esoi life Advertuns 
Of A ftcke-£eiieve Cop. 

&\ 


r PHon 


§r 



Dolby stereo 

Performances: 3:30 - 6:15 - 8:30 - 10:30 
Airconditioned hall - free car parking lots. 


The Briton showed his grit to 
squeeze through on the inside 
going into the top bend and held 
on to win the title for the second 
time in three years as Visserman 
faded to fourth in a blanket finish 
behind Momtchil Harizanov of 
Bulgaria and another Briton, 
Paul Harmsworth. 

Maria Pinigina became the 
third Soviet victor of the day 
following Akhrimenko and three- 
kilometre walker Natalia Dmit- 
rochenko. achieving a runaway 
win in the 400 metres. I 

Pinigina, bronze medallist in ! 
the 1983 World Championships. ! 
left the rest trailing in her wake | 
and won in 51.27, more than a 
second up on West German Gise- j 
la Kinzel. 



g?'"" - ?b '%t.' 
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MIX-IJP: Jordan’s i v>tinnal turn defender, Amman Stadium on Sunday. Dynamo Bucharest won 


ners’ rostrum when he won a duel 


the five-kilometre walk. in Indian centuries greet 

Weigel, world 50-kilomelres _ 

walk champion, stayed .at Pribi- DrpciVI A+if 7 i O O f 
linec’s shoulder virtually through- I IC/olUvlIl Zjld d.1 ICul 
out but could not overhaul the 


Hamburg gains 
dear lead after 
record break 


Czechoslovak who won by just JA , PURi India (R) _ Moham _ 

half a second in 19.08.44, well me d Azharuddin, who completed 
outside the East German s world a stylish 110< and S j; astri< 

best la:, y/. „ ... . with a painstaking 125. left India 

The diminutive Dmitrochenko comfortil bly placid in the thiid 


211 balls and hit 14 fours in his BONN (R) — Hamburg broke 
second hundred in consecutive dear to title rival and champion 
tests. He fell in the last over Bayern Munich after the longest 
before lunch, trying to sweep winter break in West German 


led all the way in the women’s 
3-kilometre walk and resisted a 
barnstorming finish by Italian 


world record-holder Giuliana 0 f jj, e second day, buz its 

Salce on the last lap. slow crorinir and the docile nature 


De Leon retains 
WBC title 
against Rottoli 

BERGAMO, Italy <R) — Carlos 
De Leon of Puerto Rico retained 
his World Boxing Coundl (WBC) 
cruiserweight title here when Ita- 
lian challenger Angelo Rottoli 
was ruled out by a badly cut eye 
after four rounds. 

De Leon opened up a deep 
gash above Rottoli's right eye in 
the second round Saturday night 
and the referee called for a 
medical check before the start of 
the third. 

The Italian; bleeding profuse- 
ly. managed another two rounds 
before it became clear that the 
cut was too severe for him to 
continue and the bout was I&l ted. 
.. . De Leon was in tiMOffiand 
: throughout, landing a sutxession 
of sharp, well-timed punches 
from the outset. 

Rottoli, apparently awed by 
the champion, backed away de- 
fensively in the first two rounds, 
but, urged on by a partisan 
crowd, found more courage in 
the third and managed to throw 
some useful punches. 

‘‘I eased off in the last round 
because I could see he was hurt,” 
De Leon said. 


comfortably placed in the third off-spinner Tauseef Ahmed and First Division History, 
cricket test against Pakistan being caught behind by Saleem Hamburg, ahead on goal dif- 
Sunday. Yousuf. ference at the start of the 77-day 

India was 459 for eight at the Shastri's seventh test hundred interval, went a point clear by 
dose of Ibe second day, but its took him 424 minutes and 280 beating Borussia Moenchenglad- 
slow scoring and the docile nature . deliveries, with just four bound- bach £-1 on a frozen home pitch 
of the pitch offers the prospect of aries, but he opened out in ear- Saturday, 
draw — the outcome of the first nest after reaching three figures. Yugoslav Sascha Jusufi equal- 


cricket test against Pakistan 
Sunday. 

India was 459 for eight at the 


First Division History. 

Hamburg, ahead on goal dif- 
ference at the start of the 77-day 
interval, went a point clear by 
beating Borussia Moenchenglad- 


draw — the outcome of the first 
two games in the five-test series. 

Play was watched by Pakistani 
President Mohammad Zia Ut 
Haq, who arrived in India Satur- 
day night and came here proc- 
laiming: “Cricket for peace is my 
mission." He was introduced to 
the teams and saw the morning 
session. 

A substantially larger crowd 
than on the first day could not 
inspire India to score its runs fast 
enough to put pressure on Pakis- 
tan through an early declaration. 

The crowd became restive and 
repeatedly booed the batsmen as 
India, 228 for four overnight, 
made 59 in the first session, 98 in 
the second and 74 in the third. 

Azharuddin. who resumed on 
72, batted for 208 minutes, faced 


All-rounder Shastri hit left-arm 
spinner Iqbal Qasim for a straight 
six but tried to repeat the stroke 
off the next delivery and was 
caught by Rameez Raja. His 125 
occupied 450 minutes and 293 
deliveries. 

Shastri and Kapil Dev put on 
98 for the sixth wicket in 108 
minutes as India's captain in- 
jected a rare note of aggression 
by hitting exactly 50 from 85 
deliveries. 

The final session was extended 
by 20 minutes to try and complete 
tne agreed minimum daily num- 
ber of 82 overs, but Pakistan was 
two short of that figure at the 
close. 

Today is the rest day, and the 
test will resume on Tuesday. 


China survives space in table tennis . 1 1 ; 

NEW DELHI (R) — China’s team ofGordana Perkudn ancf Jo a fiftfe when Perkuctn 

powerful women’s team was given Jasna Fazlic 3-1 . ^ Lj Huifen 10-5 in the deciding 


NEW DELHI (R) — China’s 
powerful women’s team was given 
a fright by Yugoslavia before 
entering the semifinals while The 
Netherlands upset North Korea 
in the World Table Tennis Cham- 
pionships Sunday. 

The Chinese team, defending 
the title it won two years ago at 


In the other quarterfinal. The 
Netherlands unexpectedly beat 
Gothenburg runners-up North 
Korea 3-1 in a bitterly contested 
tie, Hungary brushed aside the 
Soviet Union 3-0 and an aggres- 
sive South Korean team beat 


Gothenburg, recovered from a . Japan by the same score, 
bad position in the fourth match China will now meet Hungary 
to grind down a gallant Yugoslav while South Korea, who beat 

— __ — - the Chinese in the Asian Games, 

faces the Dutch. 

-p. . Experimenting with its side for 


game of the fourth. 

But Perkudn fell apart when 
the players changed sides at 10-5 
and eventually fell victim to a 
flurry of smashes by Li. 

Perkudn earlier lost the first 
singles to the tournament’s num- 
ber two seed. Jiao Zhimin, and Li 
had overwhelmed Fazlic 

The Yugoslav women came 
back into the match in the dou- 
bles where they combined to 
down Jiao and Dai Lili in two 


RENT fgEp-i — 

Independent flat with separate entrance, garage, com- 
pletely furnished overlooking the campus. Composed of 
two bedrooms, living and dining rooms, colour T.V., 
telephone etc., area 160 nf close to shopping area and 
supermarkets. 

Located at University Suburb. 

Call: 841880 


GROUND-FLOOR FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A super-deluxe apartment with independent entrance and 
garden. Consisting of two bedrooms, three salons, storage 
room, dining room, kitchen and bathroom with independent 
central heating and telephone. 

Location: Sweifieh, overlooking the Queen Alia International 
Airport Road. 

Call: 816468 and 643131 - Amman 


DUPLEX VILLA FOR RENT 

We have a super deluxe second-floor duplex villa. 
The first floor consists of spacious salons and three 
bedrooms. 

The second floor consists of two bedrooms, lounge, and 
spacious terrace with deluxe, nice and well-arranged 
decor. 

The villa can be rented furnished or unfurnished. The 
tenant has the right to choose the kind of furniture he 
wants. 

Annual rent; JD 8,000 unfurnished - ... CTnco * 
JD 12,000 furnished CalL 870682 


the third time in the absence of games, only the second game the 
top seed Geug Lijuan. China Chinese dropped in the eta am- 
looked in danger of being taken pionships. 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

First consists of one bedroom and the second of two 
bedrooms, salon, dining room, kitchen with central 
heating, telephone and garage. 

Location; Shmeisani, near Birds Garden 

Please call: 602064 or 644483 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
modem kitchen, store, garage with central heating and 
telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani 

Call: 665617 and 604117 


.Don’t exhaust yourself with too much, 
thinking 

Call the professionals and you will have 
the easy solution... 

If you wish to purchase used furniture, electrical appliances, 
home appliances, office furniture or other items and if you wish 
to sell home furniture, office or shop fittings, just call us and we 
will find you a buyer or seller. 

The professional establishment for maintenance, 
cleaning and general services. 

Tel: 676549 
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Edberg, Becker to battle 
in California tennis final 


la Kinzel. Isam Telly, attempts to dear the ball as Jordan’s 1-0 in a closely fought match. On Tuesday , Dynamo 

Josef Pribilinec, European 20- goaBe, MBad Abbasi, dives to grab it Jordan Bucharest wiU play A1 Ramtha in Irbtd before leaving 
kilometres walk gold medallist, national team was playing Dynamo Bucharest of for Syria (Photo by Yousef A1 ‘Allan) 

.put Czechoslovakia on the win- Romania in an international friendly match at 


INDIAN WELLS, California (R) 
— Top two seeds Stefan Edberg 
of - Sweden and Boris Becker of 
West Germany will meet in the 
final of the 5435,000 Pilot Pen 
Ha«if tenuis tourney after con- 
vincing semifinal wins. 

Edberg, the number one seed, 
ousted Swedish Davis Cup team- 
mate, Mats Wilander, seeded 
fourth, 6-1, 7-5, while Becker 
eliminated third-seeded Yannick 
Noah of France 6-4, 6-2 on 
Saturday. 

Edberg has lost to Becker in 
their last six meetings, but the 
j Swede has already won two finals 
I this year — the Australian Open 
and the Memphis Indoor Cham- 
pionships — and the slow, bard 
surface here could work to his 
advantage. 

-“It's always hard to beat Boris 
bnt it's not impossible,” Edberg 
said. “With this slow court I 
might get a few more returns 
back and put more pressure on 
him." 

Edberg had little trouble with 
bis compatriot in the first set. 


winning in just 22 minutes. 
Wilander found his rhythm in the 
second set. Surviving a break in 
the fifth game to break back to 
44. 

Wilander matched Edberg ’s 
net attack with brilliant passing 
shots. But the top seed broke him 
for a 6-5 lead and served out the 
match, as Wilander's forehand 
pass fell long. 

Becker, who was able to defuse 
Noah's big serve with punishing 
returns all day, broke the third 
seed in the very first game with a 
forehand pass. 

‘T read Noah’s serve pretty 
well so I was. returning really 
good,” Becker said. “If you don't 
get a good return off his serve, 
your're in trouble.” 

The two-time Wimbledon 
champion broke Noah again at 
the start of the second set and he 
could never get back into the 
match. Becker closed out the set 
with his sixth, ace. _ 

“He was really impressive," 
Noah said. “I have to be quicker 
at the net to beat guys like him." 


Yugoslav Sascha Jusufi equal- 
ised for Hamburg just before 
halftime and Frank Schmoeller 
added two more goals in the 52nd 
and 55th minutes, the second a 
powerful 18-metre shot. 

Borussia Dortmund salvaged a 
2-2 draw against visitor Bayern, 
who went ahead when Roland 
Wohlfarth struck twice. 

Norbert Dicke! pulled a goal 
back in the 75th minute and 
Michael Zorc crashed the ball 
home seconds from time. 

.Championship contender 
Bayer Leverkusen and Stuttgart 
had their games postponed by 
bad weather. 

Bayer Leverkusen remained 
third while Kaiserslautern went 
fourth after a 2-0 home victory 
over Btau-Weiss Berlin. 


l - j- J i 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Wimbledon upsets Everton in FA Cup 


LONDON (R) — Rugged striker John Fashanu battered Everton 
to its first English Football Association (FA) Cup defeat outside 
Wembley for four years Sunday and put Wimbledon into the 
quarter-finals for the first time. Fashanu left Everton captain 
Kevin Ratcliffe bruised and bloodied in a fiercely competitive 
match in which Wimbledon emerged as worthy 3- 1 winners to end 
the Goodison club's dream of a fourth successive cup final 
appearance. 

Graf, Sukova to meet in final 

BOCA RATON. Florida ( R) — Second-seeded Steffi Graf took 
full advantage of a mid-match downpour to beat American Pam 
Shriver 64, 6-3 and reach the final of the $250,000 Florida 
women’s tennis tournament. Graf will play fourth-seeded Helena 
Sukoya of Czechoslovakia, a 4-6, 6-3, 6-1 winner over Argentina's 
Gabriela Sabatini, in the final. 

Youngest player leads chess tourney 


REYKJAVIK. Iceland (AP) — England’s chess grandmaster 
Nigel Short seized the lead Saturday night in the powerful chess 
tournament in Reykjavik. After three rounds. Short was the only 
one of the 12 players in the all-grandmasters competition to have 
won all his three games. Short, bom in 1965. is the youngest 
player in the tournament. “He is a prodigy and I think he mut be 
the favourite to win." said Fridrik Olafsson. Iceland's first 
grsmdmasief.jShoit trounced Viktor Korchnoi, the former Soviet 
gnhi dm aster ’who noW plays for* Switzerland, irl’the second round; . 
On ^ Saturday. Short defeated Icelandic grandmaster Jon L-. 
Araason after a tough third found game. In the first round. Short 
beat Yugoslav grandmaster Ljubomir Ljubojevic. who was the 
only player without a point after the first three of the 11 rounds. 

McEnroe has expensive tooth ache 

KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (R) — John McEnroe will miss the 
$1.8 million International Players' Challenge starting today after 
having four wisdom teeth extracted last week. Pat Cash, the only 
other player in the world top 13 to miss the two-week event, has 
had arthroscopic surgeiy and will remain in Australia to prepare 
for his countiy’s Davis Cup world group first round tie against 
Yugoslavia next month. Jimmy Connors accepted a wild card 
.berth Saturday after testing out a suspect knee which had forced 
him to withdraw midway through the Memphis Grand Prix final 
last week. Defending champion Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia will 
play a qualifier in his first match. 

Filipino boxer stops S. Korean champion 

SEOUL (R) — Doddie Penalosa of the Philippines won the 
International Boxing Federation (IBF) flyweight title when he 
stopped defending champion Shin Hee-Sop of South Korea in the 1 
fifth of their scheduled 15 rounds in Inchon, west of Seoul, 
Sunday. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
in AK-Fuheis 

Best location in Jordan - Ground floor private entrance - 
Central heating - full services - 3 bedrooms - 2 
bathrooms - kitchen - sitting room - diningroom - 
livmgroom. 

Tel. 623861 between 11-5 
729131 between 6-9 

.We specialise in dismantling, packag-. 
ing, transporting and reassembling 
furniture... 

from and to Amman and we undertake all precautions to 
protect furniture from any damage until delivered safe to its 
destination. 

Tel: 676549 

The professional establishment for maintenance and general 
services 

A! Rayyan building - beside the former site of 
the Ministry of Higher Education 


CONCORD 


Tel: 67742H J fCinema 


VALACHI 

PAPERS 

IVriinmjno.-t .'.Si, K-.UI, In. \3 



RAINBOW 


INTO THE 
NIGHT 
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Tel: 625155 
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OPERA 


Tel: 675573 


[Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 6774 
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EAGLES 
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r Cinema Tel: 6221981 
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Weekly Financial Report 


By Fooad Batshon 

The following report summa- 
rises trading activities in Am- 
man of major European and 
Arab currencies as well as 
prices. The writer is a 
tign exchange dealer at the 
Arab Finance Corporation 
(merged with Halim SalBti 
and Sons Co.). 

AMMAN — Last week the 
U.S. dollar opened strong and 
moved higher to reach 0.344 
fils on the JD. What led the 
dollar to move higher from 
0.3385 to 0.344 fils was mainly 
due to the better than ex- 
pected U.S. economic figures 
that were released last week. 
By the end of the week the 
dollar fell back because of the 
expected differences among 
(Croup of Five) which forced 
local and international dealers 
to sell the dollar heavily. 

Charts indicate that the dol- 
lar should move High er during 
this week and it should test 
the 0.450 fils level on the JD. 
The expected ranges for this 
week are 0.338-0.450 fils. 

The pound sterling gained 
strength from both the weak- 
ness of other European cur-' 
rendes and the temporary re- 
treat of the dollar. Sterling 
poshed higher towards 0.5250 
fils. Dealers were selling the 
deutscfaemark (D.M.) Swiss 
franc (S.F.) and were buying 
sterling because of the better 
interest rates and the better 
North Sea oil prices. 

The D.M./S.F. moved low- 
er because of the weak dollar 
trading between (D.M.) 
0.175-0.185 and S.F. between 
0.215-0.225 fils. 


- Due to the strong dollar at 
the beginning of the week, 
gold, platinum, and silver slip- 
ped to new lows in six months. 
Heavy selling occurred from 
the bullion markets all over 
the world forcing gold to 
move lower to $388 an ounce, 
silver to $5.35 an ounce. 

By the end of the week 
when the dollar slipped lower, 
bullion dealers began their 
short covering on the metals. 
Gold jumped from $393 an 
ounce to $407 an ounce, silver 
moved higher from $5.43 to 
$5.55 an ounce. 

Charts indicate that gold 
could try higher levels at the 
beginning of this week, bat 
then will move lower to try the 
lower levels such as S385 an 
ounce. 

The Lebanese lira (L.L.) 
scored new lows against the 
(foliar because of the extreme- 
ly bad political and military 
situation existing in the 
Labanon. 

It traded between (350-280) 
L.L./JD. 

The Syrian lira traded be- 
tween (76-69) S.L./JD, the 
Kuwaiti dinar traded between 
17150 to 17250 on the JD 
and the Egyptian pound 
traded between 0.1750-0.1800 
fils while the Iraqi dinar 
traded between 0.2600-0.2700 
fils. 

' Gold prices in Amman 
based on the daily bulletin 
presented by the Jordan 
Jewellery. Store Company are 
as follows :- 

Gold per gramme 21 carats JD 
3.800 — JD 3.950 
Gold per gramme 18 carats JD 
3.550 — JD 3.850. 



FORECAST FOR MONDAY, FEB. 23, 1987 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You have big oppor- 
tunities today to get practical matters more organised. 
Get into outside activities and make headway with those 
who can bring you more prominence. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Improve your career af- 
fairs and be sure to handle your credit wisely. Show more 
concern for your family. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Garner any data you 
may need and study It well so that you can advance more 
quickly in your career. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Begin the weak properly 
by studying all the factors connected with a bumness 
affair. ’ J, "V 

MOON CHILDREN. (June 22 to JuL 21) Flan how to 
handle a clever person who can help you greatly in a 
mutual project. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Get good suggestions from 
practical associates. Do something now about your big 
ideas with their help. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Get into the recreations 
you like the most. Buy a nice practical gift for your mate 
that will be appreciated. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) The situation at home 
requires more thought if you wish to have more harmony 
there. Be understanding. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) You have fine ideas 
for gaining your practical wishes. Associates can be of 
great help to you now. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) You get good 
ideas for financial planning, so get yourself organized 
and enjoy the abundance. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) You can arrange 
your personal life as you want it to be for a long time 
to come 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Stop all that 
daydreaming and go after those secret wishes. Your 
closest friends can help you. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Contact friends who can 
assist you in getting your life on a more secure founda- 
tion. They will gladly assist. 
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Amman Financial Market booms 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The volume 
of shares traded at die Amm an 
Financial Market (AFM) during 
December 1986 was 163 per cent 
higher than the. volume recorded 
in the previous month. 

According , to the AFM month- 
ly bulletin covering both the 
primary and secondary markets, 
the number of shares traded and 
the number of contracts con- 
cluded were also higher by 76 per 
cent and 55 per cent respectively. 

Compared to December 1985, 
the volume of trade, the number 
of contracts and the number of 
shares that changed hands during 
December 1986 increased by 154 
per cent, 103 per cent and 76 per 
cent respectively. 

The bulletin detailed the activi- 
ties at the AFM during December 
1986; showing that 9,287,949 
shares were traded for a total of 
JD 143 milli on covered by 10,917 
contracts. 

In the primary market, 10,215 
contracts concluded dealings 
amounting to 8,439,549 shares 
valued at JD 13.9 million. The 
figures translate into an average 
of JD 1,363 per contract and JD 
632,647 of volume on a daily 
average compared to JD 806 and 
JD 230,649 respectively during 
November 1986 when 4,650,981 


shares were traded for a total of 
JD 5.1 minion spread over 6,289 
contracts. 

The industrial shares ranked 
first in the primary market in 
terms of the number of shares 
traded, but shares of banks and 
financial institutions took the 
lead in terms of volume daring 
December 1986. 

Amounting to 3,898,303 shares 
for a total of JD 4.6 million, the 
dealings in industrial shares co- 
vered 5,156 contracts. In percen- 
tage terms, the figures accounted 
for 46 per cent, 33 per cent and 50 
per cent of the overall totaL 

The turnover in the sector of 

h anks and financial institutions 

was JD 7.1 minion as a result of 
trading 3,488,338 shares over 
3,702 contracts. Hie percentage 
share of the sector was 51 per 
cent, 41 per cent and 36 per cent 
of the overall stun. 

The other two sectors, insur- 
ance and services, performed well 
despite being considerably below 
the activities witnessed in the 
industrial and financial cate- 
gories. 

In terms of volume, the insur- 
ance sector was nearly six times 
higher than the JD 0.3 million 
recorded during December 1985 
when the number of shares 


Sudan, Soviet Union 
sign $300m trade pact 

KHARTOUM (AP) — Sudan 
and the Soviet Union have signed 
their first bilateral agreement in 
16 years, a three -year trade pact 
that could amount to $300 mil- 
lion, the official Sudan News 
Agency (SUN A) reported. 

SUNA said the agreement calls 
for trade of $100 million a year. 

The agreement specified it wiD 
continue for op to three years and 
that it win have to be renewed 
annually. 

The pact calls for Sudan to 
send to the Soviet Union peanuts, 
cotton, sesame, sorghum and 
gum Arabic and to import build- 
ing materials, newsprint and tex- 
tiles. 

The agreement is the first be- 
tween the two governments since 
former President Jaafar Nmneiri 
broke diplomatic relations in 
1971, blaming Moscow for an 
abortive coup attempt allegedly 
by the Sudan Communist Parly. 

Prior to that tie, Numeiri had 
kept Sudan closely linked with 
the Kremlin, which was his major 
arms supplier. After the attemp- 
ted coup, however f -jhc United ^ 


States became his major weapon 
supplier and political supporter. 

Meanwhile, Sudan's customs 
duty officers started a six-day 
strike Sunday, demanding more 
power, better management, and 
tiie dismissal of their director. 

A press statement, issued 
by the Customs Officers Union 
Saturday night, said some 2,200 
officers would suspend their work 
at sea and air ports. 

Hie union -demanded more 
power for the officers to control 
the flow of goods and curb smug- 
gling operations. 

It also demanded a “competent 
management” to resolve prob- 
lems of- promotions, transfers and 
training. 

Mr. Ibrahim Dinar, director 
general of the customs depart- 
ment told reporters the govern- 
ment would attempt to replace 
the striking officers with tempor- 
ary personnel. 

He denied daims by the cos- 
toms oficers that they had limited 
control over incoming and out- 
going goods. “Nobody interfere 
ot obstructs their task,” ire said.-: 


Saudi American Bank 
reports lower profits 

JEDDAH (R) — Saudi American Bank Saturday reported a 53.8 
per cent fall in 1986 net profit, the second joint venture bank in the 
kingdom to register a drop in earnings. Saudi America's audited 
balance sheet showed last year's profit declined to 80.7 million 
riyals (S21.5 million) from 174.5 million ($46.5 million) in 1985. 

The foil in profit was caused mainly by the need to increase 
provisions for bad and doubtful loans to 1803 million riyals ($48.1 
millioa) from 103.9 million ($27.7 million). 

A1 Bank A1 Saudi A1 Frans — known as Saudi French — was the 
first of the kingdom's 11 commercial banks to publish its 1986 
balance sheet 10 days ago, reporting a 14 per cent dip in net profit 
and an 83 per cent rise in provisions. 

Saudi American, 40 per cent owned by Gtibank, said its assets 
rose to 1532 billion nyals ($4.1 billion) at year-end from 14.14 
billion ($3.8 billion) at the end of 1985. 


traded amounted only to 16S,623 
shares compared to 347,447 dur- 
ing December 1986. 

Despite the difference in the 
number of shares, the percentage 
was unchanged at four per cent. 

By contrast, the percentage on 
the volume of trade rose to 13 per 
cent during December 1986 from 
six per cent in the corresponding 
month of 1985. 

The contracts executed in the 
insurance sector jumped from 329 
to 564 but the percentage to the 
overall total was six per cent, one 
percentage point below the pre- 
vious year. 

The turnover in the services 
sector was JD 472,617 on 705,461 
of shares that changed hands 
under 793 contracts compared to 
311 contracts in December 1985 
when, also, 588,129 shares were 
traded for JD 314,791. 

The percentage of the total was 
eight per cent, two percentage 
points higher than the previous 
year. 

Arab ministers 
to review oil 
price pact 

KUWAIT (R) — Oil ministers 
from Saudi Arabia and its Gulf 
Arab allies in OPEC meet in 
Qatar Monday to review moves 
to boost prices which have started 
to sag again. 

Gulf-based and Western indus- 
try analysts say the outcome of 
the talks involving the kingdom, 
Kuwait, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) will dic- 
tate whether world prices resume 
their slide from 1987 lows or can 
be nudged upwards. 

The four- countries control 
more than one third of total oil 
output of the 13-nation OPEC 
(Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries). 

The UAE news agency WAM 
said on Wednesday the ministers 
would reaffirm support for OPEC 
decisions taken in December to 
curb group output and to abide 
by a return to fixed prices. 

In New York, Mr. Sanford 
Margoshes, a top oil analyst at 
the U.S. firm Sheareon Lehman 
Brothers, said: “Next week's 
market direction will depend on 
the meeting in Qatar and how it is 
interpreted.” 

After foiling to their lowest 
levels in several weeks, oil prices 
rose strongly in the United States 
Saturday night as traders hedged 
bets in case the Qatar talks led to 
new OPEC output. curbs. 

*’ -The U.S. ''bdnchrfiark grade. 
West Texas Intermediate, rose 33 
■cents to $17.77 a barrel. 

International oil analysts esti- 
mate OPEC is pumping up to 
16.5 million barrels a day (b/d), 
for above the 15.8 million b/d 
ceiling set for the first half of 
1987. 

OPEC set the ceiling, a 7.5 per 
cent cot from previous levels, in 
December and agreed to restore 
official prices pegged to a marker 
of $18 a barrel. 

The agreement followed tur- 
moil which saw world oil prices 
plunging bn a glutted market to 
under S10 a barrel in mid-1986 
from around $30 in late 1985. 

After the December agree- 
ment, free market prices neared 
the $18 mark before foiling back. 


World financial leaders 
agree to halt dollar slide 


PARIS (R) — Six mqjor industrial countries agreed 
Sunday on a package of economic measures to try to 
arrest the recent slide in the value of the dollar and 
alleviate dangerous imbalances in world trade. 


“These measures will foster 
greater stability of exchange rates 
around current levels,” U.S. 
Treasury Secretary James Baker 
told a news conference after the 
release of a communique at the 
end of talks in which he was 
joined by the finance ministere of 
Japan, West Germany. France. 
Britain and Canada. 

The meeting was originally 
planned also to include Italy. 
But, angiy at being shut out of 
preliminary talks by five nations 
Saturday to draft the agreement, 
h boycotted Sunday’s meeting ar 
the French finance ministry. That 
dealt the French hosts an embar- 
rassing diplomatic blow. 

The communique said the 
Wesrern nations agreed to 
cooperate to stabilise exchange 
rates around present levels. 

The dollar's recent fall in the 
foreign exchanges — it has fallen 
by aroond 40 per cent in two 
years — has begun to pinch the 
economies of other countries, 
particularly Japan and West Ger- 
many whose own appreciating 
currencies have made their ex- 
ports more expensive. 

But the United States has until 
now seemed willing to let the 
dollar slide so as to make its 
exports more competitive and 
help to narrow its huge trade 
deficit. The deficit reached $170 
billion last year. 

U.S. officials have said the 
alternative to a weaker dollar is for 
countries with trade surpluses, 
chiefly Japan and West Germany, 
to stimulate demand in their eco- 
nomies through lower interest 
rates and tax cuts, so that they 
absorb more imports. 


Sunday's communique said the 
surplus countries bad committed 
themselves to strengthening de- 
mand for goods in their econo- 
mies. West Germany would in- 
crease tax cuts planned for 1988. 
Japan shaved interest rates last 
week. 

The statement said the United 
States. France, Britain, West 
Germany, Japan and Canada 
agreed to intensify economic poli- 
cy coordination to promote 
growth. 

They reaffirmed concern over 
growing protectionist pressures 
and agreed that countries with 
trade surpluses — Japan and 
West Germany — would stimu- 
late domestic demand. 

The complex package, 
approved at a Vfc hour meeting 
Sunday morning, committed the 
West German government to 
propose an increase in tax cuts 
agreed for 1988. 

It also pledged that the United 
States would trim the yawning 
budget deficit which it is also 
running to 23 per cent of its gross 
national product (GNP) in 1988 
from an estimated 3.9 per cent 
this year. 

Its trading partners say the 
budget deficit is a prime cause of 
the deficit on its trade. 

The statement, however, made 
no mention of a long-standing 
French suggestion that reference 
zones should be set up to estab- 
lish the ranges within which ma- 
jor currencies would be traded. 

“We talked about stabilisation 
of currencies around current 
levels," Mr. Karl Otto Poehl, 
president of the Bundesbank, the 
West German central bank, told 


Reuters. 

The dollar's 40 per cent decline 
against other major currencies in 
the past two years has taken it 
down to just above 150 yen, 1.80 
marks and 1.50 sterling, with the 
encouragement of U.S. author- 
ities anxious to alleviate the U.S. 
trade deficit. 

The decline was engineered in 
September 1985 at a meeting at 
New York's Plaza Hotel by the 
G-5. But it has now got to the 
point when the Japanese and 
West Germans have cried “stop." 

Sunday's communique said the 
exchange rate changes since the 
Plaza agreement would in- 
creasingly help to reduce trade 
imbalances and had brought the 
Western nations' currencies 
“within ranges broadly consistent 
with underlying economic fun- 
damentals.” 

“Further substantial exchange 
rate shifts among their currencies 
could damage growth and adjust- 
ment prospects in their countries. 
In current circumstances, there- 
fore, they agreed to cooperate 
closely to foster stability of ex- 
change rates around current 
levels,” it said. 

British Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Nigel Lawson told re- 
porters: “I see this meeting as the 
lineal descendant of the Plaza 
meeting. Then we all agreed that 
the dollar should foil. Now we all 
agree we need stability.” 

The statement refereed to “se- 
rious economic and political risks” 
posed by the large trade and 
current account imbalances of 
some countries. Dealing with 
these was a high priority and “the 
achievement of more balanced 
global growth should play a cen- 
tral role in bringing about such a 
reduction.'* 

The final statement listed sepa- 
rate undertakings given by each 
participating country. 


Swiss bankers prefer secrecy 


ZURICH (R) — Swiss bankers 
last week rejected proposals to 
erode Switzerland’s legendary 
banking secrecy. 

The issue provoked debate re- 
cently after allegations that 
Switzerland’s ;had a role as a 
centre for dubious funds. Regula- 
tions are to be revised in coining 
months. 

'Bankers' Federation- Secretary 
Jean-daodc Chapuis told tepoir 
ters’he opposed * a proposal by 
government regulators to curb 
use of a **B-form” which allows 
bank clients to remain anony- 
mous if they are represented by 
lawyers or fiduciary agents. 

Hie banking commission said 
last month it would like such a 
curb incorporated into the fed- 
eration’s own self-governing code 
of banking conduct, drawn up in 
1977, which is due for renewal 
this October. 

“We believe the ‘B-form’ can- 
not be abolished,” Mr. Qiapuis 
said. “However, we are looking 
for a compromise solution that 
will take account of the commis- 
sion's suggestions.” He gave no 
details. 

Debate over the form was 


fiirther fuelled by revelations that 
both former Phiiipphie President 
Ferdinand Marcos and Haiti's 
Jean-Claude Duvalier held sums 
in Switzerland. 

Money from U.S. arms sales to 
Iran also passed through bank 
accounts here, U.S. officials say. 

The banks also proposed a way 
out of a legal minefield created by 
.rules .which enable companies to 
protect themselves from hostile 
takeovers. This also became a hot 
issue recently after a publicised 
takeover battle between two food 
companies. 

The bankers put forward a com- 
promise plan aimed at helping 
Swiss companies maintain dose 
control on those who buy their 
registered shares, a category of 
shares often used to fend oft 
hostile, especially foreign 
takeovers. 

Food concern hero Cooserven 
warded off an unfriendly takeov- 
er bid try Jacobs Sucbard last 
month by refusing to register the 
shares which its giant rival had 
bought. 

The battle refocussed attention 
on rules, virtually unique to 
Switzerland, which are being con- 


sidered by parliament as part of a 
new bill on Swiss corporate law. 

The bankers' federation prop- 
osed discouraging share purch- 
ases by people whom the com- 
panies concerned consider unde- 
sirable by denying them voting 
rights, dividend and preferential 
rights to capital increases even 
though they have bought the 
share.. 

At present, an “unwanted” 
shareholder is denied voting rights 
but is still able to enjoy all the 
other rights. The result is the 
splitting of a share's vote from its 
real ownership, in turn creating 
other problems for the company. 

But Mr. Chapuis said the fed- 
eration did want to go as for as 
the government bill, which 
wanted to make actual purchase 
of the share dependent on 
whether or not the buyer could be 
registered. 

Some critics have said the new 
corporate law should solve the 
problem in a much more radical 
way, by outlawing all restrictions 
on share registration. Mr. Cha- 
puis rejected this, saying Swiss 
firms had a right to protect them- 
selves against foreign takeovers. 


Peanuts 
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I HEARD THAT TOUR 
5UR6ERY FOR TODAY 
HAS BEEN CANCELED.. 




Mutt‘n’ Jeff 
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“Your new home-entertainment 
center comes with a free six-month 
training course!” 


Andy Capp 



ITfeTRU E, 
DEAR -HIS 
BIKE'S 
GOT A 
i PUNCTURE 



HAVE A DRINK? 
-ON THE HOUSE? 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to faim 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
6 by Henri Arnold and Bob Laa 

He’s always robbing 
otter people's Ideas 


1 TEEU 


rnz 

mm\ 




■ 


KEROP 

L 




□ 


YABSUW 



mm 




LENKER 

TI 


another 
NAME FORA 
PLAGIARIST- 


□ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


An^ATixxxraxjxB 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: VISOR DICED PARODY BICEPS 

Answer What she dU when she discovered that her 
boyfriend was a crooked gambler — 
“DISCARDED" HIM 
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Argentine deadline on acceptance 
of human rights cases takes effect 

At least 100 military officers to be tried 


French police capture 
Action Directe chiefs 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argente courts have 
ordered trials for at least 100 military officers 
accused of human rights abuses, narrowly beating 
a midnight deadline to end new trials for such 
offences committed under military rule. 


The officers are charged with 
murder, torture and other crimes 
during the eight-year military reg- 
ime that ended in 1983. 

Courts around the country 
have also ordered trials for about 
SO police officers and civilians for 
rights abuses, local news agencies 
reported Sunday. 

Among the military officers to 
be tried is former President 
Leopokio Galtieri, who launched 
Argentina's ill-fated invasion of 
the disputed Falkland Islands in 
1982. 

The federal appeals court in 
Parana, 530 kflometres north of 
Buenos Aires, ordered trial for 
Gen. Galtieri and at least five 
other officers for their alleged 
role in atrocities committed while 
Gen, Galtieri was commander of 
the Second Army Corps in the 
late 1970s. 

Gen. Galtieri was acquitted in 
1985 by a Buenos Aires appeals 
court on charges of rights viola- 


tions dating from Iris seven- 
montfa presidency. 

President Raul Alfonsin prop- 
osed the deadline on prosecutions 
— known as the “fail stop” law 
— in December as a way of fitting 
the “unending suspicion” hang- 
ing over the aimed forces since 
they handed power to civilians. 

More than 9,000 people dis- 
appeared at the hands of security 
forces dining the military's cam- 
paign against dissidents, accord- 
ing to an inquiry board set up by 
Mr. AHbnsm soon after he be- 
came president. 

Argentina's president during 
the height of the military repres- 
sion, retired General Jorge Vkie- 
la, has also been called to trial, 
the local news agency Notkias 
Argentina reported. 

A court in La Plata, outside 
Buenos Aires, ordered that he be 
tried for his alleged no ie in rights 
abuses in Buenos Aires province. 

The same co ur t has ordered 


„ 40^ 
pfSpi 


Soviets move ahead on Euromissiles 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Soviet Union has rebuffed a U.S. 
proposal to ban all nuclear ballis- 
tic missiles but is making head- 
way in arms control talks with the 
United States toward an agree- 
ment to rid Europe of intermedi- 
ate-range warheads, a senior gov- 
ernment official says. 

“We’re working hard to work 
out a detailed format of a treaty, 
but we haven’t presented it yet,” 
the official said over the weekend 
in an appraisal of the current 
round of Geneva talks. 

The treaty would require the 
two superpowers to withdraw all 
intermediate-range nuclear war- 
beads from Europe. The Soviets 
could retain 100 warheads in 
Asia, while foe United States 
would store a matching 100 war- 
heads at home. 

The official, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity, said 
negotiators also were trying to 


move forward on kmger-range 
nuclear weapons. The goal is to 
reduce by 50 per cent U.S. and 
Soviet arsenals of globe-girdling 
bombers, submarines and inter- 
continental ballistic missiles. 

The official said the Soviets are 
willing to negotiate on a U.S. 
proposal for ceilings on various 
types of strategic weapons, the 
official said. Last November, 
when the two sides met in Vien- 
na, “they wouldn’t even talk ab- 
out it,” be said. 

The idea behind the U.S. prop- 
osal for sub-ceilings is to force the 
Soviets to make sharp reductions 
in their heavy land-based mis- 
siles, the heart of their nuclear 
armory. 

The two sides are stalled, 
however, on the proposal Presi- 
dent Ronald Reagan made last 
October to Kremlin leader 
Mile hail Gorbachev for the eli- 
mination all ballistic missiles in 


Gorbachev ltiuds Sbviet ‘internationalism- 


MOSCOW (R) — Kremlin lead- 
er Mikhail Gorbachev praised re- 
lations between different nationa- 
lities in the Soviet Union but 
indicated there bad been policy 
errors in the past, the Communist 
Party newspaper Pravda said 
Sunday. 

Mr. Gorbachev was addressing 
government and party members 
and economic managers in 
Esoonia Saturday before he re- 
turned to Moscow after a five-day 
tour of the Baltic states, which 
were independent between the 
two world wars. 

The flourishing of nations and 
nationalities has been ensured by 
Leninist nationalities policy. Of 
course there were shortcomings 


and mistakes in that great course, 
as well aggravations (of the situa- 
tion) and we are aware of them 
and do not overlook or forget 
them," he said. 

“Bat all this does not change 
the main result of the party’s 
efforts to bring Soviet nations and 
nationalities together,” 

Mr. Gorbachev told a patty ple- 
num on Jan. 27- that extreme 
nationalist tendencies in some parts 
of the Soviet Union must be wiped 
out and called Jbr an “interna- 
tionalist” education drive aimed 
particularly at young people. 

His latest remarks followed 
two days of nationalist-inspired 
riots in Alma-Ata, capital of 
Kazakhstan, following the re- 


placement as Kazakh party leader 
of Dinmukhamed Kunayev, a 
Kazakh, by Gennady Kolbin, an 
ethnic Russian. 


The Baltic States of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania were 
annexed by the Soviet Union in 
August 1939 under a secret 
'accord with Nazi Germany. 


Mr. Gorbachev, who has laun- 
ched a campaign to revitalise the 
Soviet economy and society, said 
the unification of nationalities 
helped to solve economic and 
political problems. 


Mr. Gorbachev was making his 
first tour of Latvia and Estonia as 
party leader. 


Freed Soviet dissident 
hopes to move to Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — Jewish dissi- 
dent Iosif Begun, freed last week 
from a Soviet prison, said Sunday 
in Israeli radio interviews that he 
hoped to fulfil a 16-year dream to 
emigrate to the Jewish state. 

In one of his first interviews 
since being released on Friday, 
Begun told state radio in Heb- 


rew: “I want to be together with 
our people.” 

Begun, 54, is one of 150 dissen- 
ters whom the Soviet Union recent- 
ly said it would free. He was 
released from dristopol Prison 
on Friday, more than three years 
after befog jailed for anti-state 
activities. 


Burmese 
attacks 
drive 1,000 
Karens into 
Thailand 
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A HOLDUP IN 

Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
+ 96 
7A7S 
0K962 
4AQ84 

WEST EAST 

4A107543 *Q2 

7109642 7QJG 

0Q7 0 J 1054 

♦ Void ♦ K 7 6 2 

SOUTH 

♦ KJ8 
9E8 
0A83 

♦ J 109 G 3 
The bidding: 

South West North Bast 

1* 2 * 29 DUe 

Pass 2 * 8 9 Pass 

0 NT Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Five of ♦ 

Everyone Is familiary with the 
basic holdup play: refusing to win 
an early trick In the suit with the 
ace to exhaust one of the defenders 
(or, in some cases, declarer) of 
cards in that suit. But the holdup 
play also crops up in some dis- 
guised versions which are not so 
easy to spot. South's spade holding 
here is a case in point 
This deal occurred In the Men's 
Team event at the recent Spring 
North American Championships in 
Portland, Ore. West's two-dub 
cuebid was a limited takeout in the 
major suits, so both of North’s bids 


DISGUISE 

were cuebida. North-South settled 
in a normal three no trump 
contract. 

West led hla fourth-heat spade. If 
declarer carelessly wins East's 
queen with the king, he will be de- 
feated if the chib finesse fails. 
When in with the king of dubs, 
East can lead a spade through 
declarer's jack, enabling West to 
cash five spade tricks. . 

When Michael Kamil of Ft Lee, 
N J. P held the South cards, he cor- 
rectly allowed the queen of spades 
bo win the first trick. East contin- 
ued with a spade to the ace and 
West d eared the suit, but the de- 
fenders were helpless. Declarer 

conceded a dub and made nine 
tricks in comfort 

The play is more Interesting if 
East shifts to a heart at trick two. 
To make his contract, declarer 
must win and lead the king of 
spades immediately to set up a 
trick In the suit. If West wins the 
ace and reverts to a heart, declarer 
must then hold up the ace of hearts 
for one round before going after 
the dubs. 

If, at trick three, declarer were 
to lerid a dub Instead of a spade, he 
can be defeated. When East wins 
the king of dubs he continues with 
the hearts to set up the suit while 
his partner still has the ace of 
spades as an entry, and declarer 
has only eight tricks. 


BANGKOK (R) — Burma has 
attacked a large Karen ethnic 
minority rebel stronghold near 
the Thai border, driving about 
1,000 Karen civilians into Thai- 
land, police said Sunday. 

They also said Shan minority 
guerrillas of opium warlord Khun 


Sa released four Thai troops 
Saturday taken hostage in the 


northern Thai province of Chiang 
Rai on Thursday. 


Police in the north western 
Thai province of Tak told Reu- 
ters that Burmese troops shelled 
Kleidy, a Karen base about 10 
kilometres inside Burma, with 
mortars through most of 
Saturday. 

Thai authorities evacuated one 
Thai border village that had been 
hit by about 50 stray Burmese 
mortar bombs. 

Police said Klerdy’s several 
hundred defenders had been rein- 
forced by fighters from other 
Karen bases and added they ex- 
pected fighting to continue for 
several days. 


The Karen is one of several 
ethnic minority rebel groups 
which have become targets of 
Burmese military drives in north- 
eastern Burma. 

Rangoon has told Bangkok its 
current campaign involved at 
least five battalions and was 
aimed at rebel forces enraged in 
drug trafficking along the fron- 
tier. 





Jorge Vidda 

trial for 50 other military officers, 
some of them on active duty. 

Gen. Videla is now serving a 
life prison term for his role* in 
rights violations during his five- 
year presidency, which began 
with a military coup that over- 
threw President Maria Martinez 
de Peron in 1976. 

Sources cited by Noticias 
Argentina said the Buenos Aires 
federal appeals court had ordered 
trial for at least 17 top naval 
officers for atrocities at a naval 
installation that became a noto- 
rious detention centre during the 
military rule. 

Former inmates at the deten- 


Leopoldo Galtieri 


tion centre, which operated in the 
navy mechanics school, have 
brought more than 400 charges of 
rights abuses there and human 
rights groups say it was one of the 
military’s key torture centres. 

The “full stop” law has met 
strident opposition from human 
rights groups ami leftist political 
parties, which staged a protest 
march by 10,000 people in 
Buenos Aires last Friday night. 

Protesters say that despite the 
flurry of new trials, the “full 
stop” law. will leave hundreds and 
perhaps thousands of guilty milit- 
ary officers free from prosecu- 
tion. 


PARIS (R) — French police have 
arrested foe leaders of the under- 
ground guerrilla movement Ac- 
tion Directe, the state Radio 
France Inter reported. 

It said Nathalie Menigpn and 
Jean-Marc Rouiilan, France's 
two most wanted guerrillas, were 
captured Saturday night at an 
isolated farm near (Means. 

The report said two other Ac- 
tion Directe suspects, Jodie Au- 
bron and Georges Cipriani, were 
also held and police found arms 
and explosives and documents 
( jpinug the gr o up with the killing 
in Paris of Renault chief execu- 
tive Georges Besse. 

The Interior Ministry and 
Orleans police could not confirm 
the report. 

Menigon and Rouiilan founded 
Action Directe in 1981. The 
French authorities say they be- 
lieve the underground group’s 
leaders are closely linked with the 
remnants of West Germany’s 
Red Army Faction. 

Menigon and Anbron are the 
chief suspects in the killing of 
Besse, shot by two women out- 
side his Paris apartment on Nov. 
17. 

Action Directe announced in 


Schleicher, another leader of the 
extreme left group, whose trial 
for the murder of two policemen 
last December was abandoned 
when jury members dropped out 
after receiving threats. 

Schleicher is due to be tried 
a gain by a special Assize court of 
seven judges — and no jury. 

Reports of the arrests came 
just a day before the opening of 
the Paris trial of Georges Ibrahim 
Abdallah, a suspected Lebanese 
guerrilla, on charges of comptio- 


ity in the killing of an Israeli and 
an American diplomat in 1982. 

Apart from Besse, the guerrilla 
group’s most prominent victim 
was General Rene Audran, the 
Defence Ministry’s arms procure- 
ment chief, shot in 1985. 

The group unsuccessfully tried 
to assassinate Guy Brana, deputy 
chief of the French employers’ 
Organisation CNPF, in April 
1985. 

Officials said the raid was car- 
ried out based on information 
gathered by police intelligence. 
The farm was watched for some 
tune, and at the beginning, only 
Ro uiilan and Menigon were seen. 
It was only Saturday night Ms. 


January 1985 that it was merging 
with the Red Army Faction. It 


Aubron and Cipriani joined their 
comrades, police said. 


with the Red Army Faction. It 
has since claimed responsibility 
for five attacks on prominent 
French people. 

Aubron is married to Regis 


comrades, police said. 

Photographs of. Ms. Aubron 
and Menigon were posted all over 
France on Nov. 19 by police who 
wanted them in connection with 
the Besse killing. 


the second half of a 10-year pact. 

“We've got it on the table, but 
it isn’t actively being negotiated 
because their position is so far 
away from ours," the official 
said. 

The official also said the 
Soviets were pushing their own 
proposal to eliminate all strategic 
midear wepons over 10 yean. 

That would mean scrapping 
long-range bombers, submarines 
and cruise missiles, but not the 
medium and short-range ballistic 
missflas Reagan would outlaw. 

On defensive systems, mean- 
while, Soviet negotiators insisted 
that the U.S. “Star Wars” prog- 
ramme be confined to laboratory 
research, the official said. “They 
still haven't moved away from 
that,” he said. 

Asked if he expected a break- 
through before the round of talks 
ends on March 4, the official said, 
“I can't anticipate that.” 


Festivities 
mark ouster 
of Marcos 


Chinese paper warns 
against left-right battles 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
The nation's leading churchman 
Sunday urged the people of the 
Philippines to renew their spirit 
of the unity and sacrifice as they 
begin a four-day celebration of 
the anniversary of the ouster of 
former President Ferdinand 
Marcos. 


Celebrations commemorating 
the “people power” revolution 
which propelled President Cora- 
zon Aquino to power end 
Wednesday, the first anniversary 
of Marcos’ departure to exile in 
Hawaii. 

The Philippine army and police 
have been placed on full alert in 
case Communist rebels or Marcos 
loyalists try to disrupt the festivi- 
ties. 


Festivitjteg Sunday included 
wreatb-layhigSy- a display of milit- 
ary equipment at Camp Aguinal- 
do where the mutiny against Mar- 
cos began and an evening motor- 
cade. 

Roman Catholic Cardinal 
Jaime Sin urged Filipinos to re- 
capture the spirit of unity and 
sacrifice which sent tens of 
thousands into the streets last 
year to protect soldiers who 
broke with Marcos on Feb. 22, 
1986. 

Sin said the same spirit is 
needed if the nation is to make 
fundamental social and economic 
changes. 

“We must, for instance, be 
able to set aside corruption, irres- 
ponsibility and wastefulness of 
incompetence,” the cardinal said 
in a pastoral message published 
on Sunday. 

“We must be willing to make 
the sacrifices ‘which will allow 
deep and lasting change to take 
place, like the land reform the 
nation so desperately needs.” 

Sin’s radio appeals last year 
sent thousands into the streets to 
protect military mutineers who 
broke with Marcos and declared 
their allegiance to Mrs. Aquino. 


PEKING (R) — China’s official 
People's Daily Sunday warned 
the country against left-right fac- 
tionalism. in the current drive to 
counter Western political ideas. 

It called for a balance between 
Communist principles and Chi- 
na’s reform policy but accused 
some reformers of trying to steer 
the country towards capitalism. 

Some party members had over- 
emphasised the reforms so that 
“bourgeois liberal ideas flooded 
their thinking," the newspaper 
said. 

But criticism of such people 
should be reasonable and should 
not barm China’s reforms and 
open policy, it added. 

“We absolutely must not attack 
leftism with rightism nor attack 
rigbtism with leftism,” the front- 
page commentary said. 

China's official drive to combat 


“bourgeois liberalisation” is con- 
tinuing, involving intensified poli- 
tical study and self-examination 
for party members, the armed 
forces and college students. 

Some liberal-minded intellec- 
tuals have been demoted or ex- 
pelled from the Communist Party 
for alleged “bourgeois liberal" 
mistakes since the drive began. 

But Chinese leaders have said 
the stricter ideological atmos- 
phere will not become a mass 
rampaign and will not affect eco- 
nomic policy. 

The People’s Daily said that 
reform policies themselves did 
not contradict Communist princi- 
ples but had been misunderstood 
by some. ;; 

Neither the reforms nor “four 
basic principles” of Chinese 
Communism should be neg- 
lected, it said. , 


Pakistani minister visits 
Moscow for Afghan talks 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistani 
Foreign Minister Sahahzada Ya- 
qub Khan left Sunday for Mos- 
cow for talks that he said would 
focus on a timetable for the with- 
drawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan. 

He is due to meet his Soviet 
counterpart, Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, Monday for the second 
time this month, ahead of a new 
round of United Nations-spon- 
sored Afghan peace talks in 
Geneva this week. 

Mr. Yaqub Khan told repraters 
before his departure that he and 
Mr. Shevardnadze would explore 
“avenues for finding a settlement 
of the Afghanistan problem,” the 
Pakistan APP news agency re- 
ported. 


“The talks will primarily focus 
a the question of a time-frame 


on the question of a time-frame 
for the withdrawal of Soviet 
troops from Afghanistan,” he 
added. 

The indirect talks between the 
Pakistani and Afghan foreign 


ministers, with U.S. special en- 
voy Diego Cordovez acting as 
intermediary, are due to resume 
on Wednesday. 

The talks, begun in 1982, have 
already agreed on three points of 
a proposed settlement, covering 
international guarantees about 
non-interference in Afghan 
affairs and the return of Afghan 
refugees. 

But the two sides remain far 
apart on die question of a time- 
table for pulling out the Soviet 
troops, who arrived in Decem- 
ber, 1979, to help a fledgling 
Marxist government. 

Mr. Yaqub Khan’s visit con- 
tinues a flurry of diplomatic activ- 
ity aimed at ending the Afghan 
conflict 

Other recent visitors to Mos- 
'cow have included Mr. Cordovez, 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati, Afghan Prime 
Minister Sultan Ali Kisht man d 
and Foreign Minister Abdul 
Wakfl. 


U.S. Democratic hopefuls 
begin week of decisions 


Contras claim 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
crowd on the road to the 1988 
Democratic U.S. presidential 
nomination thinned out the past 
week, with New York Gov. 
Mario Cuomo getting off the 
campaign bus for good and Sena- 
tor Sam Nunn stepping aside for 
now. 

Mr. Cuomo stunned the party 
on Thursday with a simple dec- 
laration in New York City that he 
would “not add my name to that 
number,” of presidential conten- 
ders. 

Sen. Nunn edged away from 
the field at a party dinner Friday 
in Atlanta, saying, “I am not 
tossing my hat in the ring nor am 
I forming an exploratory com- 
mittee." 

But the Georgia Democrat, 
chairman of the Senate Aimed 
Services Committee, said be has 
not “completely closed the door” 
to entering the race. 

With the decisions by Mr. 
Cuomo ‘and Sen. Nunn, the 
opposition Democratic field be- 
gan to settle down, with still a 
year to go before the first cau- 
cuses in Michigan and Iowa, and 
tile first primary in New Hamp- 
shir. It left six serious hopefuls 
and two possible candidates. 

Even as the field narrows, the 
Democratic campaign opens for- 
mally on Monday, when Repre- 


sentative Richard Gephardt is ex- 
pected to announce his can- 
didacy. 

At least two more Democrats 
are expected to announce their 
candidacies next month: Former 
Arizona Gov. Bruce Babbitt on 
March 10 in New Hampshire, and 
Massachusetts Gov. Michael 
Dukakis sometime daring March. 

Mr. Babbitt has already set up 
his official campaign committee. 


Sen. Joseph Biden of Delaware 
will take another step toward his 
official declaration by about 
March 1, when be will set up an 
exploratory committee to finance 
what is known as testing the 
waters. 

Former Colorado Senator 
Gary Hart, the Democratic lead- 
er in early polls, is campaigning 
virtually mil time. Mr. Hart is to 
announce on April 13 that he is 
again seeking the nomination that 
be came so dose to winning in 
1984. He has had an exploratory 
committee operating since late 
last year. 


The Rev. Jesse Jackson, whose 
eloquence electrified crowds dur- 
ing his 1984 bid for the nomina- 
tion, will be making another lap 
around the track in 1988. A date 
has not been set for his announce- 
ment, but it is expected to follow 
Sen. Hart’s in the spring. 


killing 277 
Sandmistas 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(AP) — The largest contra rebel 
group has claimed it killed 277 
Sandimsta soldiers in 67 battles 
during the first 15 days of 
February. 

The Nicaraguan Democratic 
Forces, or FDN, also said 355 
Sandimsta soldiers were wounded 
during the period. 

The FDN said its troops cap- 
tured 44,500 rounds of ammuni- 
tion for the Soviet-made AK-47 
rifle, 53 uniforms, five rocket 
propelled grenade launchers and 
34 AK-47 rifles. It also said its 
forces on Wednesday attacked a 
Sandim sta military outpost in 
Matagalpa province and captured 
two soldiers. 

As is customary, the FDN gave 
no accounting of its casualties. 

By FDN count, there have 
been 729 Sandimsta troops kiTl^d 
since the first of the year and 
another 1,026 wounded in 172 
engagements. 

Last year, the FDN said H 
killed 2,247 Sandmistas and 
wounded another 3,159 in 866 
battles. 

There was no way to indepen- 
dently verify the figures since the 
Sandmistas do not release casual- 
ty figures of their own troops and 
recently have barred journalists 
from going co the war zones. 


iranAN TIMES. MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23^ 1987 



Sinatra makes a comeback 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A sKm, rested Frank Sinatra was 
greeted by a cheering celebnty-studded audience^ as be sang in 
public for the first time since a section of bis intestines was 
removed last November. “I ain’t beard those chops (voice) that 
good in years,” fellow entertainer and dose friend Sammy Davis 
Jr. told the audience after Sinatra had sung three songs, backed 
by a 30-piece orchestra, at a. Los Angeles hotel. Looking 
younger than his 71 years, Sinatra together with Davis, Dean 
Martin — all former members of the so-called Hollywood 
ratpack — and Rosemary Gooney sang at a charity concert that 
raised $660,000 to buy cowboy works of art. The works will go 
to the $25-mfilion Gene Autry Western Heritage Museum, due 
to open in Los Angeles in June 1988. Sinatra underwent his 
operation on Nov. 9 after being forced to abandon a singing 
engagement in the New Jersey gambling resort of Atlantic Gty 
because he was in pain. He had a second operation last month. 


Doctor removes large cyst from girl 


KATMANDU, Nepal (AP) — A cyst weighing more than 19 
kilogrammes has been removed from the stomach of a 14-year- 
old eiri, the Nepalese National News Agency reported. The 
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growth, removed at Bheri Hospital in Nepalgunj, about 550 
kflometres south west of Katmandu, was the largest ever 
removed through surgery in Nepal, sod K.N. Joshi, the smgcoa 
who performed the operation. The girl, Indn Bantam, suffered 
from a stomach ache for about a year before the operation, the 
report said. 


Tunnels built to save toads 


LONDON (AP) — Tunnels are being built under a m ain road 
west of London to give thousands of toads a safe passage during 
their annual journey to ponds where they mate. The Fauna and 
Flora Preservation Society said Sunday it is working with a 
concrete manufacturer to build the tunnels near Henley-On- 
Thames in a pioneering, £1,000 ($1,500) plan to stop the 
■daughter of toads by traffic. If the toads use the tunnels, the 
idea will be copied at other sites in Britain, according to a 
statement from the society, based at London Zoo. The society 
already coordinates the national “help a toad across the road” 
campaign, which erects warning signs at nearly 200 sites across 
the country where toads migrate to breeding grounds. 


Homosexuals stage annual parade 


SYDNEY (R) — Thousands of people from Sydney’s homosex- 
ual community paraded in flamboyant style through the city 
centre. Men and women in outrageous headgear and revealing 
costumes of sequins and tassles. took part in the annual Gay 
March Gras, which started here 10 years ago. Floats, including a 
five-metre figure of former Philippines first lady Imelda Marcos, 
a two-metre model of a condom, Chinese dragons and a huge 
kangaroo, were moved through the streets. Revellers brought 
.traffic to a halt as police on horseback kept a dose watch. Police 
said there were no disturbances during the five-hour display. 


Man rams truck into bar 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A man thrown out of a tavern 
Saturday night after a fight with his girlfriend rammed his 10,870- 
kilogramme truck into the bar, killing one person and injuring 
18 others, four critically, police said. The driver, Kenneth W. 
Mefzler, 33, .was arrested and held on a preliminary charge of 
murder. Sheriff’s Deputy Steve Thomas said. The track tractor 
crashed through the front of the Bench wanner Pub and Eatery 
about 7:30 p.m. (0030 GMT Sunday), Thomas said. “The guy 
drove the thing all the way through the place — from the front 
to the back wall,” Thomas said. Metzler apparently had been 
thrown out after a fight with his girlfriend, a waitress at the 
tavern. He then got into his truck and rammed the bar, which 
had about 20 people inside, Thomas said. “It sounded like a 
bomb,” said Steven Henry, who was near the tavern. Thomas 
identified the dead woman as Maxine Vittorio, 55, of Indiana- 
polis, Indiana. The injured were taken to four hospitals, where 
four were in critical condition and two were listed as serious. 
People shopping in Am area rushed to the scene of the crash, 
and several threatened to harm the driver, who was trapped 
inside the cab for a .time, deputies said. “Police bad to keep 
them off the guy,” Sheriff Joseph G. McAtee said. “They were 
ready to lynch him.” 


Thatcher aide to quit over women priests 


LONDON (R) — A member of Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher’s government said he would quit the Church of 
England if it allowed women to be ordained as priests. 
Agriculture Minister John Selwyn G umm er is a lay member of 
the church's ruling- body, the General Synod, which will 
consider the issue next week. Gummer said in an interview with 
the British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC): “I love the 
Church of England and I love the way it can include people Hire 
myself, a high churchman, and evangelical people, working 
together. But if you change the church you push people like me 
out of it,” he said. Gummer said many hundreds of priests and 
thousands of lay people would feel compelled to leave the 
church if women priests were accepted. Gammer's voice joined 
those of a growing number of clergy led by the Bishop of 
London, Graham Leonard, who have warned of a split if the 
proposal is accepted. “I am not searching yet for a new home 
because I drink we are going to win the battle,” G umm er said. 
Next week's synod session mil not decide whether to allow the 
ordination of women, but will consider a report by bishops, 
which looked at how the church could adapt to women priests. It 
will also be asked to approve the preparation of legislation to 
allow women to be ordained as priests, ready for a final decision 
by a future synod. 


Antibiotics linked to human illness 


NEW YORK (AP) — Scientists at the Federal Centres for 
Disease Control (CDC) have found new evidence linking 
antibiotics in animal feed to illness in humans, the New York 
Tunes reportd Sunday. A draft of the federal study says findings 
showed conclusively that Salmonella bacteria was spread to 
humans because of the use of antibiotics, the newspaper said. 
The findings of the study will be published in the New England 
Journal of Medicine on March 5, the newspaper said. Antibio- 
tics are included in feed for most livestock in the United States 
to promote growth and protect animals from disease. But in 
recent years scientists have said strains of Salmonella flourish in 
the animals as other organisms are killed. The Salmonella can 
cause severe intestinal aflments in people who eat contaminated 
meat, and treatment is difficult because antibiotics normally 
used are ineffective. “These studies show that food ammak are 
a major source of antimicrobial-resistant Salmonella infections 
m humans," the draft report said. The CDC report carefully 
traced Salmonella from farms to sick people, the Tunes said 
ruling out the possibility of contamination during processine or 
The jstady also concluded that cooking does not 
kill all the Salmonella organisms. "The probkmisoMnpiex and 
no one solution is apparent,” the study said. “Efforts must be 
taken to mmimi . s e the contamination of meat and other fond 
itemsby resistant Salmonella.” The antibiotics are used rohefo 

“S? emd ?L u %.°? ** food to protect 
them from the rapid spread of disease in the dose quarters of 
modern animal raising. . M 
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